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INTRODUCTI  ON, 


TQ  make  my  readers  acquainted  with  the 
*  motives  that  induced  me  to  undertake  H 
journey  to  the  weft  ward,  it  may  not  be  im^. 
proper  to  inform  them,  that  from  my  youth,  I 
had  difcovered  an  ardent  defire  to  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  hiftory,  efpecially  geography, 
and  had  early  determined  on  a  voyage  tofoma 
foreign  country:  but  duty  to  my  parents,  who 
thought  proper  to  reftrain  me  from  fuch  an  en- 
terprifo,  while  under  their  guardianship,  necef- 
Jarjly  obliged  me  to  fubmit  to  their  authority. 
However,  when  I  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty* 
o  e  years,  I  ftill  felt  a  longing  curiofity,  for 
what  is  commonly  called,  "  knowing  the 
world."  I  took  patiage  on  board  afhip  bound 
to  Europe*  and  from  thence  back  to  Spain, 
after  a  tedious  voyage  i  and  attended  with  (o 


(  >>  ) 

many  ftorms  and  other  difficulties,  which  made 
me  determine  againft  venturing  again  to  fea. 
Soon  after  my  return,  in  the  year  1780,  our 
family  moved  to  New-Orleans,  on  the  Miffi- 
fippi  river,  in  America.  Durme  my  tarry 
there,  I  often  heard  of  the  unknown  parts  of 
America,  and  as  often  felt  a  deiire  to  explore 
them.  I  made  great  enquiry,  and  found  but 
little  information.  1  thought  I  fhould  ©ae 
day  fatisfy  this  longing  curioiity. 

However,  having  matters  to  regulate  rela- 
tive to  my  fettlement  in  mefe  parts,  it  was  a 
long  time  before  1  could  find  it  convenient  to 
tnter  on  the  profecution  of  my  plan.  In  the 
year  1785,  I  came  to  a  pofitive  determination 
to  make  an  attempt  the  enfuing  year,  .which  I 
accordingly  did  to  my  entire  fatisfa&ion. 

I  doubt  not  but  it  may  be  agreeable  to  many 
of  the  curious  to  fee  an  account  of  thofe  parts, 
of  which  it  is  certain  this  is  the  only  one  ex- 
tant. I  therefore  humbly  fabmit  the  following 
narrative  of  almoft  fourteen  months  travel  and 
obf  rvation  .performed  in  the  years  17386  and 
1787  ;  not  doubting  but  the  candid  reader  will 
excufc  the  humble  llyle  in  which  it  is  penned  ; 
the  author  having  never  had  the  advantage  of  .2 
liberal  education,  confequently  has  nothing. to 
recommend  it,  bu:  a  fimple  iiatement  of  facte, 
without  any  exaggeration. 
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I  rcnlcs  no  doubt,  if  my  obfervatiens  were 
well  dreffed  out  by  an  accomplished  hiftorian, 
or  had  I  the  talents  of  a  poet,  for  which  I  had 
jfufficient  fubjecl,  they  would  have  been  receiv- 
ad  with  much  greater  avidity  ;  but  fuch  as  they 
are,  in  the  fimple  unaffected  language  of  truth, 
I  iubmit  to  the  public ;  and  beg  leave  to  remain 
thejr  moft  obedient, 
and  humble  fervant. 

ALONSO  DECALVES. 


A  2 


NEW    TRAVELS,    &C. 


AS  faid  in  my  introdu&ion,  I  had  allotted 
the  year  1786  to  make  a  journey  to 
Weitern  parts  of  America.  Accordingly  in  the 
the  winter  preceding  the  fpring  of  which  I  in- 
tended to  fet  out,  I  endeavored  to  make  fuch 
communications  as  I  thought  neceffary,  and  to 
be  in  readinefs  againft  that  time.  For  this 
purpofe.I  communicated  my  defign  to  my  bro- 
ther John  Decalves,  and  Peter  Vanftiuts,  a 
Dutchman  ;  and  an  Indian,  named  Tomhegan; 
each  of  whofe  refolution  I  was  well  fatisfied 
with,  and  who  all  readily  agreed  to  accompany 
me  the  enfuing  fpring. 

The  readinefs  with  which  they  fell  into  the 
plan,  gave  me  great  fatisfadlion,  and  made  me 
determine  to  communicate  it  to  none  elfe,  that 
there  might  be  no  great  expectation  formed, 
confequently  no  disappointment,  if  wefixould 
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fail  in  the  enterprise.  Accordingly  a  conve- 
nient canoe  was  provided,  and  of  proper  di- 
menfions,  fufficient  to  contain  four  men  anv 
baggage,  with  a  quarter  deck  of  two  feet  and 
an  half,  to  fecure  our  ammunition,  and  other 
articles  neceiTary  to  be  kept  dry. 

Having  provided  every  thing  comfortable, 
we  on  the  nxft  day  of  June  embarked  on  the 
Miififippi,  on  pretence  of  a  trading  voyage 
among  the  Indians,  being  four  in  number,  with 
oars,  and  one  paddle  to  fteer.  We' found  it 
eaiy  to  gain  thirty  miles  in  a  day,  as  the  river 
was  exceeding  moderate,  and  being  as  early  as 
we  could  afcend  that  great  river,  on  account  of 
the  fpring  floods  not  being  till  then  fubfided. 
In  this  manner  we  proceeded  thirty-one  days  on 
the  Miffifippi,  with  very  little  annoyance  by 
foul  weather,  or  other  accidents,  often  feeing 
Indians  of  various  tribes,  but  none  ever  offered 
to  moleft  us,  or  appeared  any  way  hoftile. 
The  country  up  the  Miffifippi  appeared  ex- 
tremely fertile. 

At  the  expiration  of  thirty-one  days,  the 
river  being  apparently  fmaller,  and  more  rapid, 
we  thought  of  leaving  our  boat  and  proceeding 
by  land,  which  we  accordingly  did,  taking 
care  to  fecure  it  properly  againft  our  return. 
We  divided  our  baggage  as  equally  as  poflible, 
which  chiefly  confifted  of  a  blanket,  two.  pair 
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afflioes,  a  carbine,  two  pound  of  powder,  fix 
pound  of  ball  and  fhot,  about  two  quarts  of  fait, 
fome  pepper  and  ginger,  &c.  to  a  man,  be- 
fides  two  (mall  axes,  and  fireworks,  &c.  Thus 
equipt,  we  on  the  fecond  day  of  July,  lift  the 
Miilifippi,  taking  our  courfe  wefterly,  pro- 
ceeded  through  a  country  inexprefliMy  fine,  far 
from  being  mountainous,  and  but  few  fwamps 
or  bogs  to  retard  our  march.  The  woods  in 
general  were  open,  the  trees  oil-nut,  walnut, 
beech,  &c.  and  the  oil  fuperior  to  anv  I  Have 
ever  fecn  before.  We  often  crofied  large 
traSs  of  land,  where  not  a  tree  could  be  feen 
for  many  miles :  here  v/e  found  it  difficult  tra- 
velling, as  the  vegetation  was  almofr  impene- 
trable. 

The  woods  in  general  was  filled  with  all 
forts  of  game  fowl,  as  the  rivers  were  with  ot- 
ters,  fiui,  &c.  Economy  in  refpeel:  to  our 
ammunition,  forbade  our  deftroying  more  than 
real  neceffity  required.  Thus  we  travelled  on 
till  the  tenth  day  of  Jul 7,  when  we  faw  the  lad 
Indians  on  this  fide  the  continent,  continuing 
our  courfe  due  weft.  The  immeafurable  tracls 
of  country  we  pafied  through,  exceeds  even  a 
romantic  defcription.  I  could  here  defcribe 
the  moft  verdent  vegetation,  the  beautiful 
groves  of  oil-nut,  locuft,  &c.  and  abundance  of 
buffaloes,  deers,  bears,    wild  turkies,  filh  ot 
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the  brooks  and  rivers  of  every  kind,  of  which 
this  moft  beautiful  country  abounded.  We 
feldom  travelled  one  hour  before  we  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  killing  every  kind  of 
ga^.e  ;  but  as  I  obferved  before,  we  were  de- 
termined to  be  as  frugal  of  our  ammunition  as 
poilible. — I  (hall  here  omit  many  trivial  unin- 
terefting  circumftances,  which  though  they  af- 
forded us  at  times  much  entertainment ;  fuffice 
it  to  fay,  that  from  the  fccond  day  of  July,  to 
the  twen  y-fifth  of  Auguft,  we  travelled  ai- 
med continually  through  a  country  adorned  by 
nature,  in  many  refpects,  in  the  moft  liberal 
manner,  and  appeared  often  times  to  my  enrap- 
tured fenfes,  a  perfect  Paradife. 

On  the  twenty- feventh  of  Auguft,  wr  found 
oudelves  afcending  gradually  into  a  higher 
country,  interrupted  by  fwamps,  &c.  which 
fomewhat  retarded  our  progrefs.  We  then 
took  to  a  mountain  ttjjtt  lay  fomewhat  out  of  ouv 
way,  in  order  to  have  a  better  profpeft. 
When  we  arrived  to  the  fummit,  to  our  afto- 
mlhment,  we  beheld  a  chain  of  mountains  di~ 
re&Ty  before  us,  extending  from  north  to 
foutri,  whofe  height  was  truly  aftonifhing  :  it 
appeared  that  the  di  fiance  we  then  were  to  be 
one  continued  ridge,  with  a  few  pinnacles,  af- 
cending infinitely  beyond  others.  Here,  for 
the  firft  time,  my  companions  began  to  be  dif- 
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couraged,  and  urged,  the  feafon  was  far  ad- 
vanced, and  it  was  probable  we  were  only 
at  the  centre  of  our  journey  ;  the  impoflibility 
©f  our  returning  in  feafon,  and  apparent  im- 
practicability of  paffing  the  mountains  before 
us.  I  had  an  arduous  talk  to  reconcile  their 
troubled  minds ;,  and  as  I  was  determined  not 
to  give  back,  I  confequently  ufed  every  argu- 
ment in  my  power.  Should  we  return,  fays  I, 
it  would  be  a  circumftance  worthy  of  derifion  ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  when  we  have  croiTed 
thefe  mountains,  we  fhall  find  inhabitants  ; 
this  being  the  ultimate  view  with  which  we 
let  out.  In  (hort  I  at  length  prevailed  and 
we  proceeded.  On  the  thirty-firft,  we  af- 
cended  in  earneit,  which  we  continued  to  do 
two  days  and  an  half  fucceflxvely  ;  when  on 
the.  fourth  of  September,  about  two  o'clock, 
after  a  fatigueing  march,  we  arrived  at  the 
fummit  of  mountains,  I  believe  as  high  as  any 
in  the  known  world. 

Think,  kind  reader,  if  you  can,  the  joy,  a- 
ftonifhment  and  furprife,  which  alternately 
flowed  withinus,  on  beholding  the boundlefs  re- 
gions of  this  weftern  world.  It  was  then  1  wifhed 
for  the  optics  of  a  thoufand  eagles,  to  explore  at 
one  view,  that  part  of  the  worlu  I  had  taken 
fuch  pains  to  fee,  and  was  fo  defirous  to  be  ac- 
quainted  with.— Nature  now  calling  for  re^ 
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frefhmcnt,  wc  retired  to  a  convenient  (helter, 
where  we  made  a  fire,  prepared  our  victuals, 
and  refrefhed  us.     We  now  thought  of  amend- 
ing a  pinnacle  of  this  mountain  about  a  mile 
diftant;  which  we  accordingly  executed,  notfuf- 
peeling  any  evil  confequenees,  which  had  near- 
ly proved  fatal  to  three  of  our  company.   We  had 
been  but  a  very  little  time  on  the  top  of  this 
place,  before  three  of  us  were  taken  with  vo- 
miting to  a  great  degree,  my  brother  being 
the    only  man  efcaped.     I  muft  confcfs  I  did 
not  confider  our  height  was  the  occalion  of  it. 
Tomhegan  informed    us,  if  we  tarried  here 
long,  wc  DiouldafTu redly  die. — -We  according- 
ly hurried  down  to  our  baggage  as  fait  as  pofifi- 
ble,  when  we  found   ibme  fiends  ;    but  as  it 
did  not  leave  us  we  were  obliged,  though  in  a 
weak  Situation,  to  proceed  downwards,   till  af- 
ter funfet,  when  we  found  relief.     On  the  fifth 
we  defcended,  continuing    our  courfe  till  the 
ninth,  when  we  found  ourfelves  in  a  tine  level 
country,  except  a  ridge  of  mountains  to  the 
north  of  us,  from  which  a  considerable  river 
bent  its  courfe  fouthweft.     We  now  determin- 
ed to  travel  by  this  river,  expecting  it  would 
lead  to  one  much  larger,  and  confequently  if  there 
were  any    inhabitants  on  this  fide  the  moun- 
tains, it  was  probable  we  might  difcover  them. 
Accordingly  wc  purfued  the  courfe  of  this  ri- 
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ver,  fometinies  on  one  fide,  and  (bmetimes  on 
the  other,  (it  being  fordable)  as  we  found  it 
moft  convenient.  Thus  we  travelled  till  we 
pa/Ted  the  mountains  to  the  north,  and  the  ri- 
ver turned  due  weft,  for  the  fpace  of  feventeen 
days  when  we  found  it  calm  enough  to  proceed 
on  a  raft.  Accordingly  on  the  twenty-fixth 
of  September,  we  built  a  raft  as  convenient  as 
poflible,  and  proceeded  down  the  river. 

On  the  28th,  happened  the  firfc  occurrence 
worthy  of  notice,  fince  we  crofTed  the  fublime 
mountains.  We  faw  an  animal,  which  we 
fuppofed  to  be  a  buck  bounding  along  the 
beach  or  flats  of  the  river,  in  full  fpeed,  almoft 
out  of  breath  ;  when  juft  below  us'  (the  banks 
Fnterpofing  his  career)  he  took  to  the  water. 
Immediately  we  difcovered  an  animal  of  the 
mod  furious  afpec~t  in  full  purfuit  :  this  ap- 
pearance fo  novel  and  extraordinary,  we  foon 
prepared  to  flop  his  career  ;  accordingly,  as 
he  approached  the  edge  of  the  river,  my  bro- 
ther and  Tomhegan,  difcharged  their  pieces 
at  him,  when  he  immediately  fell,  juft  by  the 
water.  He  was  eight  feet  (even  inches  long 
from  one  extremity  to  the  other  ;  had  fliort, 
thick  and  very  fmooth  hair,  of  a  dark  yellow, 
rather  inclining  to  green,  with  rows  of  fpots 
1  bright  vermilion.     His  bellv  inclining  to.  the 
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red  with  fpots  of  a  black  colour.  This  erefs, 
as  the  reader  may  fuppofe,  appeared  really  beau- 
tiful ;  but  his  armour  was  terrible,  having  a 
mouth  full  of  the  moft  pointed  teeth,  and  un- 
common talks.  His  claws  were  long  and 
fharp,  in  the  form  of  a  cat ;  but  in  full  pro- 
portion to  his  body  ;  his  height  meafured  three 
feet  and  an  half,  had  a  fmart  nervous  body,  and. 
a  tail  about  two  feet  l?ng  with  a  fmall  brufh 
on  the  end  ;  and  appeared  to  be  a  formidable 
fellow,  and  one  that  would  be  dangerous  to 
engage. 

On  the  thirteenth  day  of  September,  we  came 
to  an  illand,  which  contained  about  ten  acres 
of  land,  covered  with  grape  of  a  fuperior  qua* 
lity ;  and  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  if  they  were 
cultivated,  would  be  equal  to  any  in  Madeira. 
We  found  rice  growing  on  the  edges,  and  Lo- 
cuft  in  almoft  every  part  of  the  ifland.  We 
had  fpent  two  hours  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
ifland,  when  we  were  alarmed  bv^a  moit  terri- 
ble outcry  ;  which  we  foon  found  to  be  Tom- 
hegan,  who  we  underfrood  to  have  difcovercd 
human  beings.  His  joy  and  furprife  on  this 
occafion,  appeared  to  be  but  little  fhert  of  dif- 
tra&ion,  as  we  had  not  feen  the  lealr.  trace  of 
human  beings,  fince  we  crofTed  the  great  or 
fublime  mountains.  We  immediately  took  our 
carbines   and  follow^*  Tomhegan,   who   rau 


(    i5    ) 

back  like  a  madman.  Our  expectations  were 
exceedingly  railed  ;  but  we  foori  found  nothing 
more  than  a  fire,  and  fome  other  demonftrative, 
figns,  that  inhabitants  had  been  there  not  lonor 
before.  This  would  have  been  matter  of  great- 
er joy,  if  Tomhegan  had  not  lead  us  tofup- 
pofe,  that  he  had  perfonally  feen  thofe,  whora 
we  now  beheld  by  an  eye  of  faith.  However, 
we  felt  unufual  fatisfa&ion  on  this  occafion 
and  felt  a  moral  certainty  that  we  fhould  attain 
the  accompJifliment  of  our  wifhes,  by  finding 
inhabitants  in  theie  rem©te  regions  of  America, 
which  have  never  been  deicribed  in  the  hiitories 
of  the  polite  world. 

We  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  leave  our 
raft  and  proceed  by  land,  as  we  could  do  it 
with  great  fafety  j  not  knowing  what  reception 
we  were  to  receive  from  thofe  we  were  in  anxi- 
ous expectation  to  fee.  Accordingly  we  pro- 
ceeded on  the  fouth  fide  ;  and  were  greatly  fur- 
prifed  to  find  machines  or  fnares  for  catching 
game,  and  fome  figns  of  edge  tools.  Thus  we 
proceeded  til!  the  fifth  day  of  October,  1786, 
when  defcendins:  a  hill,  we  came  in  full  view  of 
five  human  beings,  not  two  hundred  yards  dis- 
tance travelling  up  the  river,  ort  a  hunting  par- 
ty as  we  afterwards  learned.  The  a;-'  .ation  we 
were  now  thrown  into  was  great  j  however 
having  a  convenient   opportunity,  we  pofted 
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©urfelves  behind  a  tree^  which  appeared  to  nave 
fallen  by  the  wind,  and  where  we  could  view 
them   undifcovered.     As  foon  as  they  had  ad- 
vanced towards  us  about  Fifty  yards,  they  haired 
to  reft  i-heiDielves,  becaufe  they  were  travelling- 
uphill.     Ar>  our   carbines  were  in  good  order, 
1  was  determined  to   take  this  opportunity  to 
difco.  er  myfelf  to  thefe  new  fpecies  of  people, 
among;  whor,  we  perceived  two  women  and  one 
boy.     Thefe  ftr'angers  being:  armed  with  bows 
and  arrows,  we    prefumed  were   unacquainted 
vvi  h  the  ufe  of  fire-arms.     We  intended  in  cafe 
of  oppoiiticn,  to  difchargc  our  pieces,  though  . 
with  no  intent  to  hurt  them,  till  we  found  an 
abfolute  neceiTity.     Their  backs  being  towards 
us,  we  advanced  about  forty  yards  unperceived, 
withour  pieces  cocked,  when  one  of  our  dogs 
barked.     We  were  furprifed  to  fee  them  fhew 
no  tokens  of  csmcern,  but  on  the  contrary,  im- 
mediately called  in  a  low  and  manly  voice,  and 
by  various    %ns  defired  us  to    come  to  them, 
which  we  accordingly  did  ;  but  in  a  very  cau- 
tious  manner.     But   think,  courteous  reader, 
the  utter  aiioniihment,  their  frightened  imagin- 
ations fasgefted  to  them,  as  foon  as  thev  found 
we  differed  from  their  country,  as  well  as  from 
every  th i -  <  :bey  had  ever  ken  before  :  the  vo- 
men  ran  olr  a?  fail  as  their  Tegs  would  carry  them. 
The  mea  4$|*eovcrcd  every  mark  of  furprife, 
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frequently  looking  wild,  and  ftepping  about  in 
great  agitation.     As  we  came    nearer,    they 
took  their   bows  and  arrows,  and  flood  in  a 
port  ure  of  defence.     I  ftepped  forward,  mak- 
ing every  pacific  fign  that  I  thought  would 
prevail  upon  them.     At  laft  one  of  them  came 
forward,  and  fpoke  in  a  very  manlike  voice, 
with  fome  %ns  but  I  could  not  understand  him. 
1  made  figns  to  him  to  lay  afide  his  bow  and 
arrow,  and  alfo  laid  my  gun  away  ;  this  took 
with  him,  and    he  immediately  caft  his  bow 
and  arrow  about  a  rod  from  him ;  and  his  com- 
panion followed  the  example.     As  foon  as  wc 
laid  afide  our  guns,  it  gave  them  the  firfr  inti- 
mations of  their  being  offenfive  weapons.  They 
immediately  difcovered  an  inclination  to  view 
them,  and  by  our  pacific  behaviour,  turned  all 
their  furprife  to  curiofity.     They   faid  a  few 
words  to  the  lad,  when  he  immediately  run  af- 
ter the  women,  who  in  about  half  an  hour  made 
their  appearance,   and  by  what  I   fuppofe   the 
boy  informed  them,  appeared  perfectly  recon- 
ciled, as  well  as  the   company,    and   all  were 
mightily  pleafed  with  our  appearance,  drefs  &c. 
I  had  the  greateft  difficulty  to  make  enquiry 
of  them  about  the  country  they  came  from, 
where  they  lived,  fcc.  I  gave  them  to  under- 
hand I  came  a  great  way  to  fee  their  country. 
•    B2 
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They  appeared  to  underftand  fome  part  of  our 
meaning,  and  after  talking  fometirae  among 
thcmfelves,  gave  us  to  underftand  they  would 
accompany  us  down  the  river  to  the  lak?. 
Accordingly  one  man  and  the  boy  were  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe,  and  in  about  two 
days  reached  the  lake.  This  part  of  their  com- 
plaifance  prepoffeffed  us  much  in  their  favor, 
and  gave  us  high  ideas  of  the  reception  we 
were  to  receive  among  thefe  new  race  of  beings* 
The  fecond  day  of  our  being  in  company 
with  our  new  friends,  wc  faw  full  in  our  way  a 
white  bear,  of  a  monftrous  ilze.  We  no  fooa- 
er  faw  him  (but  being  unmindful  of  our  agree- 
ment not  to  difcover  to  them  the  ufe  of  our 
guns  till  fome  convenient  opportunity  fliould 
offer, -lead  it  fhould  furprife  them)  than  Peter 
Vanlhuts  and  my  brother  fired  at  him,  and  he 
immediately  dropped  dead.  I  was  forry  for 
this  imprudent  fiep  ;  our  conductors  immedi- 
ately turned  pale  and  fhewed  every  mark  of 
aftonifhment,  and  we  could  eafily  perceive  be- 
gan to  form  an  unfavorable  opinion  of  us.  I 
immediately  fet  about  reconciling  their  trou- 
bled minds  ;  for  which  purpofe  I  burned  a  lit- 
tle of  the  powder  on  the  ground,  then  putting 
fome  into  the  gun,  difcharged  it,  and  fiafhed  a 
little  feveral  times  in  the  pan  ;  I  alfo  fhewed v 
them  the  balls,  and  the  holes  they  made  in  the 
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bear,  and  in  that  way  foftened  their  terror,  till 
I  got  them  well  pJeafed.  The  bear  was  much 
larger  than  any  I  hid  ever  before  kzn^  except  his 
colour  being  as  white  as  a  fwan.  Our  inti- 
macy was  as  great  a^  our  circum (ranees  would 
poffibly  admit.  We  took  much  pains  to  in- 
form each  other  ;  and  notwithftanding  the 
manner  in  which  we  converfed  I  gained  confi- 
derable  information. 

On  the  feventh  day  of  October  we  came  to 
the  lake,  on  the  edge  of  which  we  found  many 
huts  of  Indians,  who  flocked  in  crouds  to  fee 
the  wonders  that  were  foon  reported  of  us  ;  of 
whom  I  (hall  endeavor  to  give  a  juft  and  true 
account  of  as  to  their  perfons,  habits,  &c.  They 
are  ftout  aad  well  proportioned,  well  made, 
hardy-looking  men,  in  general  from  fix,  to  fix 
and  a  half  feet  high,  and  appeared  exceeding 
nervous  and  of  a  robuft  countenance.  A  bright 
and  fparkling  eye ',  but  free  from  that  fpiteful 
look  common  among  Indians  in  the  caft,  I  have 
been  acquainted  with  ;  long  and  ftraight  hair, 
as  black  as  jet,  which  is  worn  tied  in  a  club  be- 
hind. Their  complexions  were  neither  white 
nor  blacker  than  the  Indians  elfewhere.  What 
particularly  drew  my  attention,  was  a  noble 
didnterelled  countenance,  and  confirmed  by  all 
their  actions  ;  a  regular  articulate  found  of  the 
voice  when  they  fpoke  that  feemed  more  like 
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the  language  of  civilized  nations,  than  that  of 
favagcs.  Their  habits  were  as  we  expected, 
compofed  of  fkins  of  animals,  of  different 
kinds  ;  but  all  well  dzeffed,  which  they  perform 
with  the  oil  of  bears  and  the  brains  of  animals, 
the  hair  being  left  on;  and  as  conveniently 
cut,  and  fuited  to  their  bodies  and  occupation, 
as  could  be  defired.  The  women  were  in  ge- 
neral tall  and  graceful,  but  ilim  in  proportion 
to  the  men,  and  at  all  times,  behaved  with  be- 
coming decency.  Their  huts  were  chiefly 
built  of  logs,  covered  with  bark,  except  thofe 
of  a  better  fort,  had  their  dwellings  lined  with 
fur  throughout,  feme  of  which  would  bear  great 
prices  in  Europe.  We  had  hundreds  to  vifit 
us  at  different  times  ;  and  treated  us  with  eve- 
ry mark  of  friendfhip.  We  fared  fumptuoufly 
upon  every  kind  of  meat,  and  when  we  defired 
it,  famp  made  of  Indian  corn,  and  goats's  milk, 
a  delicious  kind  of  food.  The  fait  which  they 
procure  from  the  fprings  did  not  at  firft  agree 
with  us,  having  been  deftitute  of  that  neceflary 
above  fix  days.  On  the  next  day,  I  underflood 
by  figns,  that  they  were  defirous  we  mould  go 
to  Aflungo,  where  their  king  refided ;  and  by 
marks  they  made  on  the  ground,  was  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  from  this  lake,  which  they 
called  Brurnbock,  and  where  it  feems  the  inha- 
bitants we  faw5  lived  chiefly  for  the  conven- 
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ience  of  hunting.     They  cultivated  juft  land 
enough  to  fupply   them   with  tamp,  and   the 
bread  they  ieparated  from  it  after  it  was  well 
funded.     The  journey  that  we  were  to  u  \- 
dertake  feemed  but  trifling,  compared  with  that, 
wshad  already  performed,  although  we  did  not 
feel  that  inclination  to  proceed,  as  our  curioft- 
ty  was  in  a  §:"cat  meafure  fatisfied.     However 
as  we  afterwards  found  we  were  to  have  a  con- 
venient   conveyance,    we     readily    contented. 
Accordingly  two  convenient  floats,  mads  of  the 
bark  of  a  tree,  fomethintj  like   the  a(h    which 
grows  in  eaftern  parts  of  America,  being  pro- 
vided, we  on  the  tenth  fet  out  to  crofs  the  lake. 
After  we  had  failed  about  twenty  mile?.,  we  en- 
tered the  foutfoern  part,  being  an  outlet  which 
carried  us  into  a  river,  as  large  as  the  Miiiilip- 
pi,  abd  e  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio;  from  whence 
we  had  an  eafy   navigable  courfe  down.     On 
the  thirteenth^  we  landed  at  a  village  compofed 
of  hut#,  much  like  thofe  we  came  from,  where 
wsi*  many  thoufands  of  inhabitants.     The  land 
no,/    aop*ared  of  a  more   rich  foil,   though   in 
mi'iv  places  more  clayey,  than  that  on  this  fide 
the  great  mountain.     The  woods  on  the  edge 
o    the  river  made  a  pleafv.it  romantic  appear- 
ance, being    generally  locuft,  walnut,  elm  and 
oa'c    trees,   &c.    but   grew   to  a   vafl  bignefs. 
Wiwn  we  entered   this  town  we  were  takers 


(  «  ) 

for  prodigies,  and  had  we  not  conductors  that 
informed  them  we  were  men,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to 
lay,  whether  we  fhould  have  been  worfhipped, 
or  torn  to  pieces  ;  fo  various  were  conjectures 
concerning  us.  However  as  foon  as  they 
heard  from  our  conductors  that  we  were  harm- 
lefc,  we  were  treated  with  greac  decency,  and 
great  numbers  Came  to  fee  us.  We  tarried 
here  one  night,  then  departed.  On  the  four- 
teenth and  fifteenth  we  palled  by  many  other 
fetrlemencs,  much  like  this  I  have  described ; 
and  on  the  Mxieenth  we  arrived  at  the  city  of 
Aftungo. 

This  city  is  fituatec  on  an  iHand  in  the  great 
river  Aflunp-o.     On  our  fir  ft  arrival,  we  took 
care  to  put  on  clean  in irts  and  frocks,  the  lat- 
ter  being   white  and  fringed  :  a  pair  of  new 
ftioes  and  ftockings  each  which  we  carried  with. 
us ;  we  had  alfo  cleaned   our  carbines,  put  on 
our  powder  homes  ana  pouches,  combed  our 
heads  &c.  fo  that  we  made  a  very  refpedable  ap- 
pearance ;  except  Tomhegan,  who  was  equip- 
ed  in  the  true  Indian 'ftile  of  this  country.     He 
had  on   a   pair  of  moggafons,  decorated  witk 
wampum,  a  wampum  belt,  &c.     Thus  accou- 
tred, we  landed  by,  and  entered  the  town.     We 
were  conducted   through   the   town,  crowded 
with    amazed   people,    vvhofe   curiofity   could 
fcarcelv  be  reilrained.     As  one  of  our  conduce 
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tors  appeared  to  be  a  man  of  fome  diitinclion, 
and  well  known  at  this  place,  we  fuffered  but 
little  inconvenience,  till  we  came  to  a  houfe 
that  belonged  to  one  of  his  friends,  there  it  was 
given  us  to  underftand,  we  were  to  tarry  till 
his,Majefly  (hould  be  informed,  and  his  pleafure 
known  with  refpe&  to  us.  In  lefs  than  one 
hour,  we  could  perceive  the  curioiity  of  the 
whole  town  was  raifed.  To  our  aftonifhment, 
we  were  among  men,  (or  creatures  refembling 
them)  as  white  as  a  fwan,  or  the  whiteft  fheep ; 
a  more  particular  defcription  of  whom  I  fhall 
endeavor  to  give  in  another  place. 

Being  now  towards  night,  we  did  not  expect 
to  be  prefented  to  the  king  that  day.  In  the 
evening,  many  of  the  people,  principally  of  the 
firft  rank,  were  admitted  to  fee  us,  who  beha- 
ved with  decency  \  and  appeared  very  defirous 
to  afk  us  queftions  ;  but  as  we  could  not  under- 
stand each  other,  we  were  necefTarily  under 
fome  difagreeable  circumftanees.  However, 
by  the  help  of  fome  of  our  conductors,  we  un» 
deritood  that  there  was  a  man,  at  fome  consi- 
derable diftance  from  them,  exactly  like  us, 
who  had  been  there  two  years ;  that  he  was 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  off.  This 
intelligence  we  could  not  fully  comprehend,  till 
three  days  afterwards,  when  we  began  to  con- 
clude it  might  be  true.     The  next  morning 
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we  were  informed,  that  his  Majefty  wanted  to 
fee  us  ;  accordingly  we  were  conduced  through 
the  ftreets  about  half  a  mile,  with  Come  thou- 
fands  cf  thefe  people  at  our  heels  ;  and  num- 
bers in  every  part  of  the  town  gaping  with  af- 
tonifhment.  The  only  marks  of  incivility 
which  we  received,  were  fhouts  or  huzzas  that 
(in  fpite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  better  foit  to 
prevent  them)  were  frequently  made. 

At  length  we  came  to  a  large  fquare  level 
fpot,  or  common,  very  handibmely  adorned 
with  Iocuft  and  cvprefs  trees,  and  fituated  near 
the  centre  of  the  iiland.  In  the  middle  of  thij 
fpacious  place  ftood  a  large  building,  built  with 
bricks,  of  about  one  foot  fquare,  which  appear- 
ed very  well  executed.  This  we  were  told  was 
the  dwelling  of  the  king,  or  chief.  We  c7id 
not  fee  a  iingle  perfon,  till  we  got  within  fifty 
paces  of  the  houfe,  where  we  were  ordered  to 
Hop,  to  receive  the  orders  which  had  been  pre- 
vioufiy  given.  In  a  few  minutes  the  king  ap- 
peared, attended  by  about  twenty  young  men. 
This  appearance  I  mail  confefr,  {truck  me 
with  an  awe,  I  cannot  defcribe.  He  advanced 
with  a  flow  pace,  a  firm  countenance,  and  ap- 
pearance really  majedic.  Our  conductors  im- 
mediately kneeled,  and  as  he  advanced  towards 
us,  fpoke  to  them  j  and  they  immediately  arofe 
and  made  .figns  to  us  to  kneel  alfo.     We  accor- 
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dmgly  obeyed  ;  and  the  king,  after  converfing 
a  few  minutes  with  our  conductors,  came  to 
us,  and  in  a  friendly  noble  manner,  took  each  of 
us  by  the  hand  ;  but  not  being  able  to  converfe 
with  a  perfon  of  this  diftin&ion,  and  who  ap- 
peared with  fo  much  freedom  and  affibiiuy,  not 
a  little  embarrafled  us.     It  feems  our  conduct- 
ors kad  not  omitted  the  earlieft  opportunity  of 
Informing  him,  the  ufe  of  our  carbines  ;  as  the 
king  turned  to  us  and  (hewed  an  anxious  defire 
t«  fee  them,  which  we  as  readily  gratified.     He 
viewed  them  with  fteady  attention,  then  turn- 
ed to  our  conductors,  and  converfing  with  the.*n 
a  few  minutes,  we  underftood  he  wifhed  to  fee 
them  diicliarged.     We  immediately  loaded  one 
of  them  and  difcharged  it  in  his  prefence.     He 
was  greatly  furprifed  at  it,  as  well  as  many  o- 
thers  thut  heard  it  in  the  town,  by  the  frequent 
fliouts  which  refounded  from  almoft  every  quar- 
ter.    He   would  fometimes   laugh,    at  others 
wonder  ;  in  {hort;  this  furprifmg  phaenomenon 
was  curiouily  pleafing.     After  a  while  we  were 
invited  to  his  palace  (if  I  may  (o  call  it)  where 
we  had  the  honor  to  be  introduced  to  the  royal 
family.     It  coniifted  of  feven  women  that  ap- 
peared, by  t  e  king's  intimacy  with  them,  to 
.  be  his  wives,  and  about  thirty  boys  and  girls  ; 
and  all  of  whom  were  richly  dreffed,  though 
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lightly,  in  furs  and  gold  tinfel,  and  trinkets 
hanging  about  them.  They  were  all  defirous 
to  hear  our  guns  j  fo  we  at  once  gratified  them, 
much  to  their  furprife  and  fatisfactton.  They 
produced  a  mule  on  the  parade,  and  made  figns 
tor  us  to  kill  him  ;  we  in  our  turns  defired  his 
archers  to  try  their  fkill,  at  the  diftance  of  two 
hundred  yards,  when  two  of  them  Ihot  their  ar- 
rows into  the  fide  of  the  poor  bealf,  which  did 
not  penetrate  far,  though  much  to  his  difrurb- 
ane.  Then  it  was  we  were  to  give  credit  to 
Our  guns  in  this  new  kingdom  ;  accordingly 
having  appointed  Tomhegan  for  our  markf- 
man,  he  fired,  and  inftantly  brought  the  poor 
mule  to  the  ground,  by  pa/Hug  a  ball  through 
his  lungs.^ — Thi?>  circum fiance  having  eftablifh- 
ed  a  value  on  our  pieces,  we  were  now  folicited 
to  part  with  them.  I  fuppofe  we  could  have  to 
the  amount  of  one  thouiand  dollars  for  each  of 
them,  in  furs,  gold  trinkets,  &c.  but  as  our 
fuccefs  in  returning  depended  fo  elTentially  on 
them,  no  consideration  at  this  time,  could  in- 
cuce  us  to  part  with  one  of  them. 

The  king's  palace,  which  we  had  opportu* 
nity  to  examine,  was  two  ftories  high,  and  had 
many  ornaments  on  the  outfide,  fuch  as  paint- 
ings, &c.  The  roof  was  covered  with  white* 
flare  flone,  very  ingenioufly  laid  on.  It  had  a 
number  of  large  windows  made  of  ifing  glafs. 
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The  infide  was  lined  with  the  mod  beau  iful 
fur  I  ever  beheld,  and  certainly  richer  than  can 
be  found  in  Europe,  or  theeaflern  parts  of  Ame- 
rica ;  fame  of  which  were  of  the  moll  linking 
colors,  and  appeared  as  fine  as  filk.  The  co- 
verlet of  the  bed,  was  a  fur  of  the  moll  beauti- 
ful green,  adorned  with  tinfels  of  goid,  a.id  a 
number  of  pearls.  I  mud  give  it  as  my  opU 
nion,  that  it  was  as  rich  as  any  European  prince 
could  boaft  of. 

The  king,  wfiofe  name  was  Knipperdoling, 
was  a  well  built  'man,  about  fix  and  an  half  feet 
high,  with  a  noble  countenance,  and  a  moft 
commanding  figure.  He  had  on  a  waifrcoat, 
nexc  to  his  fkin,  of  green  fur  hung  round  with 
the  mofl  beautiful  gold  trinkets,  and  a  number 
of  rich  pearls.  His  outiide  garment  was  made 
of  that  kind  of  animal's  fkin,  the  reader  will 
recollect  we  killed  up  the  river,  that  was  pur- 
filing  the  buck,  before  we  came  to  the  great 
lake  ;  and  being  dreiied  in  this  manner,  really 
made  a  fplendid  appearance.  On  his  head  was 
a  well  proportioned  cap,  adorned  with  a  row 
of  rich  pearls  round  the  Jower  tdg^  m\d  on  the 
top  a  large  taiTel  offeatfeers,refembJingOilfkn, 
of  a  bright  green  color,  and  was  Co  placed  as  to 
appear  a  noble  ornament  to  his  perfon.  He 
was  foci  able  to  thole  to  whom  he  converted  j 
and  on  the  whole>  I  concluded  him  worthy  of  a 
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crown  there  or  elfewhere.  Ths  men  in  gene- 
ral .vere  drefTed  likethofe  I  before  defcribed  at 
the  lake.  The  women  varied  but  little,  ex- 
cept a  kind  of  drawers,  which  were  fattened  to 
their  waifts  with  a  girdle,  and  reached  to  their 
knees,  and  appeared  to  be  generally  worn. 
The  features  were  really  delicate,  and  their 
countenances  engaging,  and  like  mod  other 
women  in  the  world,  a  little  tinctured  with 
pride. 

We  continued  in  this  town 'five  days,  gain- 
ing hut  little  information  than  that  fupplied  by 
our  obfervations.  The  king  ufed  every  means 
in  his  po.ver  to  be  informed  from  whence  we 
came,  the  reafors  which  induced  us  to  vifit  him, 
and  other  queftions  which  were  natural  to  ex- 
pect.. We  did  all  in  our  power  to.mform  him, 
and  though  imperfectly,  we  could  eafily  per-^ 
ceive  excited  wonder  and  admiration. 

I  made  the  bed  obfervation  in  my  power, 
with  refpect  to  their  manners,  cuftoms,  ma- 
nufactures (which  by  the  way  was  immaterial) 
thcur  buildings,  produce,  &c.  little  fufpecling 
we  mould  meet  with  a  perfon  in  this  country 
like  ourfelves,  although  we  had  been  in  a  man- 
ner informed  ;  but  the  improbability  of  fuch  a 
circumftance,  and  the  imperfect  account  we 
had  received  of  the  matter,  made  but  a  fmall 
impreflion  on  us.     However,  on  the  twenty" 
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firft  of  October,  as  I  was  palling  the  flreet«  ia 
company  witK  Tomhegan,  we  were  met  by  a 
company,  among  whom  was  a  countenance  we 
readily  diftinguiihed.     He  came  immediately 
up  to  us  wilh  apparent  tokens  of  joy,  cordially 
took  me  by  the  hand,  and  fpoke  to   me  in  a 
language  that  I  could  not  underftand,  though  I 
was  fure  it  was  an  European,  andalmoft  cer- 
tain it  muft  be  Dutch.     It  was  unfortunate  that 
our  Dutch  companion,  and  my  brother,  was 
then  ahfent   in   fome  other  part  of  the  town. 
Our  new  acquaintance  faid  much  to  me  I  could 
not  underitaud,  and  I  in  return  perplexed  him. 
In  this  manner  we  travelled  to  our  lodgings, 
hoping  to  meet  with  Vanihuts  and  my  brother. 
We  had  been  there  out  a  (hort  time,  before  our 
companions  returned  from  a  walk  they  had 
taken  through  the  fkircs  of  the  town  ;  when  to 
our  joy  and  furprife  we  foon  discovered  our 
new  acquaintance  to  be  a  Dutchman  ;  who 
could  talk  perfectly  well  with  Vanfhuts.    Here 
I  {hould  fall  fhort,  was  I  to  attempt  to  defcribe 
the  fatisfaition  we  now  anticipated,  and  our 
moil  fanguine  wi fries  prompted  us  to  expect. 
Our  firlt  enquiries  were  immediately  to  know 
what  adventure  brought  him  to  this  diirant  part 
of  America.     He  immediately  went  on  and  re- 
lated nearly  as  follows.     My  name,  fays  he,  is 
C   2 
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Delure,  and  I  was  born  in  Middleburg.  In  the 
year  1783,  i  failed  from  Amsterdam,  to  the 
Eaft  Indies,  in  a  (hip  chiefly  my  own,  and  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Van  Lefon.  That  while  I 
was  in  China,  Iwas  informed  that  a  vaft  quan- 
tity of  fur  had  been  brought  from  the  weftern 
ihores  of  America  by  an  Englifh  (hip,  that 
failed  from  China,  through  the  great  Weftern 
ocean.  That  as  Van  Lefon  was  very  delimits 
to  try  his  fortune  in  this  adventure,  I  was  en- 
couraged to  make  this  attempt,  which  nothing 
but  a  particular  attachment  to  that  gentleman, 
could  induce  me  to  hazard.  Accordingly  in 
May,  1784,  I  failed  from  China;  and  after  a 
prosperous  voyage,  we  arrived  in  lat.  97  North 
Hof  America,  where  we  made  the  land;  but 
found  no  inhabitants.  As  it  was  fouth  of  this 
where  the  Englifh  (hip  procured  furs,  we  fail- 
ed to  the  lat.  of  57  North,  where  we  difcovered 
Inhabitants.  We  landed,  and  purchafed  as 
many  as  we  couli  but  found  them  fcarce.  We 
then  failed  to  the  mouth  of  this  river,  which 
was  between  53  and  54.  degrees  North  lat, 
where  in  two  months  we  took  in  a  vaft  quan- 
tify. On  the  fourth  day  of  December*,  1784 
myfelf  and  a  yduog  man  by  the  name  of  Vander- 
hoft,  being  on  a  fhort  tour  in  the  country,  on 
our  return  miffed  he  way  ;  and  after  wander- 
ing till  late  at  night,  to  find  the  river,  we  were 
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obliged  to  remain  all  night  in  this  unfortunate 
fituation  ;  fo  that  it  was  twelve  o'clock  next 
day,  by  the  time  we  came  to  the  place  where 
we  left  our  (hip.  But  what  encreafed  our  hor- 
ror and  amazement,  we  foon  came  into  the 
midft  or  near  two  thoufand  Indians;  and  our 
ihip  was  gone,  we  knew  not  whither.  Our 
feelings  on  this  occafion,  added  to  the  dread  of 
being  tortured  by  enrag«d  Savages,  is  eafier  to 
be  conceived  than  defer ibed. 

It  feems  that  fome  of"  our  Tailors  had  been 
plundering  from  them,  and  committed  violence 
on  fome  of  their  women,  which  had  collected 
fuch  a  multitude  together  ;  and  who  came  with 
a  determination  (as  I  afterwards  learned)  to 
deirroy  the  crew,  and  burn  the  fhip.  But  our 
captain  having  had  fome  information  the  night 
preceding,  he  immediately  weighed  anchor,  and 
I  fuppofe  concluded  we  had  fell  victims  to  the 
Savages.  However,  God  in  his  kind  provi- 
dence otherways  dKpoica  of  us;  and  notwith- 
standing we  were  in  ?.he  hands  of  thofe  injured 
men,  wc  found  numbers  among  them  ready  to 
plead  our  innocence. 

My  companion,  who  was  of  a  good  family 
in  Amfterdam  was  fo  overwhelmed  wich  grief 
and  defpair,  that  two  months  put  a  period  to 
his  life.  This  event,  which  happened  before 
I  thoroughly  furvived  the  fir  ft,  began  to  make 
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me  think  would  fhortly  finifh  my  days.  But 
iny  time  was  not  yet  come;  I  gathered  health 
and  flrength ;  and  endeavoured  to  conform  to 
my  deftiny  as  well  as  pofiible,  and  to  entertain, 
hopes  ofcrofling  America  ;  and  fo  make  a  voy- 
age from  thence  to  Holland.  With  this  view 
1  proceeded  up  the  river,  which  is  between 
five  and  fix  hundred  miles  from  the  fea  to  this 
place,  where  when  I  arrived,  I  felt  a  lefs  incli- 
nation of  croffing  the  continent  than  I  had  be- 
fore. 

I  tarried  here  fome  months  and  gave  over 
all  hopes  of  ever  feeing  a  chriftian  face  again. 
I  have  retired  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  te 
the  north,  where  1  deiire  to  lead  my  life.  I 
have  abfolutely  married  and  have  one  child, 
and  the  town  I  live  in  contains  a  number  of 
open,  generous,  kind  people,  with  whom  I  ex- 
pect to.  end  my  days.  The  happinefs  I  now 
enjoy  in  again  beholding  chriftian  friends,  is  a 
moft  agreeable  confolalion. 

This  account  that  Vandeiure  give  of  himfelf, 
was  pleafing  and  interefting,  and  corroborated 
by  fo  many  circumftances,  as  left  us  no  room 
to  doubt  his  veracity.  Our  friend  Vanfhuts 
was  in  frequent  tranfports  at  this  interview, 
v/ith  his  countryman,  whofe  refidence  in  this 
part  of  the  world  two  years,  could  afford  us  all 
the  information  we  defired.     The  next  day  we 
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were  invited  to  fee  his  Majefty,  in  company 
with  Vandelure  (who  now  became  our  inter- 
preter) where  I  had  to  anfwer  to  a  great  variety 
of  queftions  relative  to  ourielves,  and  the  coun- 
tiy  we  came  from,  all  which  I  endeavoured  to 
do  in  as  intelligible  a  manner  as  poilible.  We 
arrived  here  fourteen  days,  and  had  every  attenti- 
on and  refpecf.  paid  to  us,  that  their  generofity 
could  beftow,  or  we  defire. 

This  town  contains  a  vafl:  number  of  inha- 
bitant?, being  large  and  thick  fettled.  The 
ifland  part  con  ains  about  three  hundred  acres, 
chiefly  covered  with  regular  buildings,  adorned 
in  many  places  with  greens,  and  trees  of  vari- 
ous kinds.  There  are  a  i~ew  houfes  built  with 
brick  after  the  fame  manner  as  the  king's  but 
not  fo  richly  decorated.  On  each  iide  the  ri- 
ver are  large  and  handfome  fettlements,  com- 
pared by  fine  fields.  Here  is  raifed  ever) 
of  produce,  that  grows  in  America,  except 
wheat,  of  which  they  have  none.  They  have 
the  muiberry  and  worm  tree,  but  make  no  ufe 
of  them  but  for  curioiity  ;  though  the  ladies  (a$ 
I  will  venture  to  call  themKhad  fevefal  orna- 
ments of  filk,  but  manufactured  in  a  bungling 
manner.  The  climate  is  beaut'ful  and  tem- 
perate, and  the  land  -prod u&r'veP of  every  thing 
that  was  put  into  it,  though  not  fd  rich  as  that 
between  the  fublime  mountains  and  the  Miili- 
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fippi,  which  far  exceeds  any  part  of  the  world, 
According  to  th«  beft  information  I  have  ever 
obtained.     Their  living  is  fimple  nature  itfelf, 
being  milk  from  a  finall  breed  of  cattle  and 
goats,  with  which  the  country  abounds.     They 
make  no  other  uk  of  their  cattle  than  for  their 
milk  and  ilem.     They  have  fheep,  whofe  wool 
i'ome  of  them  matt  together ;  which  makes  or- 
dinary garment?,  the    wool  being   coarfe  and 
fhort.     The  mutton  is  fine,  equal  in  fatnefs  to 
any  I   ever    faw.     The  inhabitants   live   the 
^reateft  part  of  their  time  m  fummer  on  f^mp, 
r.nd  fruits  of  various  kind?.     They  havfe  grapes 
in  prcfuficn  ;  fo  that  almoft  every  family  fur- 
i:ifhes  themselves  with  wine,  though  ordinari- 
ly  manufactured.       Roots    of  various    kinds, 
medicinal  as  well  as  vegetables  grow  fpontane- 
cus.     They  raife  a  large  kind  of  Indian  corn, 
fome  of  which  grows  ten  or  twelve  feet  high, 
and  produces  large  crops  every  year,  by  the  help 
of  manure  with    which   they  drefs    their  land 
when  it  is  worn,  and  always  planting  en  one 
rife  of  ground,  is  eafily  tilled, 

They  have  a  bretd  of  mules,  that  are  very 
ftrviceable  to  travel.  Having  equipped  our- 
felves  with  one  of  them,  (making  ufe  of  coarfe 
fkins  for  faddles)  we  fet  off  in  company  with 
Vandelure,  on  a  viht  to  his  dwelling,  about 
one  hundred  miles  north  of  Aflungo.     We 
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patted  through  many  towns,  whofe  inhabitants, 
manners,  &c.  differed  fo  little  from  thofe  we 
have  juft  defcribed,  it  would  be  needlefs  to 
particularize.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  the  coun- 
try in  general  was  fertile,  well  peopled,  and 
calculated  for  perfons  of  ingenuity  to  live  in. 
We  arrived  at  our  friend's  place  of  refi- 
dence,  about  the  firft  of  November.  Tha 
feafon  being  now  far  advanced,  we  concjuded 
to  tarry  in  this  part  of  the  country  the  enfuin<£ 
winter,  and  to  make  ourfelves  better  acquaint- 
ed. Vandelure  lived  in  a  populous  town,  on, 
a  large  river  that  fell  into  that  before  defcrib- 
ed, far  below  the  metropolis  ;  and  as  he  told 
us,  was  actually  married  to  a  truly  amiable 
young  (though  Indian)  woman,  about  eigh- 
teen or  twenty  years  of  age.  It  feems,  the 
parent  of  this  lady  firft  brought  Deiure  from 
the  metropolis  as  a  curiofity  ;  but  took  fo 
great  a  fancy  to  him  in  a  few  months  time,  as 
to  offer  him  the  choice  of  his 'three  daughters. 
Vandelure  never  expecting  to  fee  his  native 
country  again,  accepted  the  offer,  appears 
perfectly  happy,  and  has  adopted  all  their  man- 
ners and  cuftoms.  We  were  introduced  to 
his  father-in-law,  who  was  a  rich  fachem,  or 
head  of  a  large  tract  of  land,  and  tarried  in 
this  upwards  of  four  months,  where  we  en- 
joyed all  the  fatisfa&ion  the  country  afforded, 
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The  king  inwhofe  metropolis  we  had  been, 
pretended  to  be  king  of  the  whole  country  that 
was  known  to  them  ;  but  we  found  other  na- 
tions hud  kings  alio,  that  ruled  independent  of 
cuch  other  -,  neither  of  whom  could  boaif.  of  fo 
great  force,  cr  commanded  fo  populous  a  coun- 
try as  Knipperdoling.     As  a  proof  of  his  fupe- 
rjorrty,  all  other  chiefs    within    1500   miles, 
uiuai!y  fent  him  their  richeft  furs  and    greatefl 
curie/:  lies,  by  way  of  acknowledgment.     They 
aUedgeej  alfo,  that  he  was  next  to  the  ntoon, 
and  ccnfcquently  the  third  from  the  Great  God, 
who  was  the   Sun.     The  complexion  of  thefe 
people  were  milk  white,  though  in  general  fhort, 
thick,  and  ill  fhaped.     They  were  covered  with 
a  fhort  fuzzy  down,  as   white  as   the  whitest 
wooi.     From  the  account  Vandelure  gave  of 
thefe  inhabitants,  and  from  our  own  obiervati- 
6ns  whiie  we   tarried  among  them,  we  were 
convinced,    that   the   common    fort  were   not 
capable  of  any  thing  that  requires  the  exercife 
of  the  human  mind,  and  apparently  as  void   of 
underftanding  as  the  bea-ls  of  the  foreft  ;  pre- 
fering  the  moll  filthy  diet,  and  fervile  obedience. 
The  women  of  this  ?re"  no  way  preferable  to 
the  men,  but  herd  in  common  with  one  another. 
In  the  cold  feafon  they  cover  themfelvs  with  a 
coarfe  fur,  but  in  fummer  feldom  cover  their 
nakednefsi    in  ihort,   they  refemble  negtocs 
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(their colour  excepted)  having  fljort  knotted 
hair  on  their  heads,  and  were  in  general  treated 
like  flaves  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  under 
.human  matters. 

They  worfhip  the  fun  in  this  country  as  the 
fupreme  God,  or  at  leaft  the  habitation  of  him. 
This  is  done  by  an  emblematical  painting  in 
every  houfe  that  belongs  to  any  perfon  of  not% 
«and  one  room  fet  apart  for  their  Go ',  and  his 
worfhip;  in  one  fide  of  which  ispainted  the  fun 
in  all  its  glory,  and  a  reprefentation  of  their 
God,  fitting  in  it.  They  hold  it  is  by  his  di- 
rection they  receive  all  the  bleffings  occurring 
from  the  prefence  of  that  luminary;  and  that 
it  is  his  good  will  to  the  earth,  that  he  caufes 
this  his  chariot  to  wheel  him  round  them  every 
day,  in  order  to  difpenfe  his  goodnefs,  and  that 
his  dedenfion  in  the  winter  is  to  vifit  other 
tribes,  a  great  diftance  from  them.  The  moon 
is  next  in  honor  to  the  fun,  in  order  that 
when  the  fun  is  gone  in  the  night,  they  fhould 
not  be  wholly  without  light,  and  that  he  is  a  God 
to  whom  matters  of  fmall  note  are  referred,  and 
worfhip  him  accordingly  :  thefe  being  the  two 
great  Deities  both  of  heaven  and  earth. — The 
liars  are  as  it  were  waiters  and  attendants*  in 
the  heavens.  King  Knipperdoling,  how- 
ever, is  owjtfidered  of  greater  confequence  than 
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the  liars,  and  confequently  next  to  the  moon, 
and  the  third  in  their  mode  of  worihip.  In  ail 
their  places  of  worihip,  it  is  uilial  to  have  the 
diCtuie  of  Knipperdoiing  reprdented  on  the 
left  hand  of  the  moon.  It  is  not  my  inteiniun 
to  run  into  extravagancies,  left  the  reader 
flioufd  doubt  my  whole  Felation.  There  were 
many  curious  difcoveries,  which  would  afFoid 
matter  for  a  volume,  had  I  been  competent  to 
the  bufinefs. 

In  the  fouthern  part  of  this  country  they 
have  gold  mines  ;  and  from  the  belt  informati- 
on I  could  get  if  they  were  properly  improved, 
vould  produce  a  great  quantity  of  that  metsl. 
I  is  certain  they  had  mu>:h  of  it  about  their 
furniture,  as  they  made  ho  ufe  cfi;  in  trading. 
Their  principal  traffick,  was  chiefly  in  ex- 
changing provisions,  &U:  for  furs  with  the 
hunters. 

On  the  fifth  full  moon  after  I  had  been  in 
thi  kingdom,  I  perceived  the  whole  towi-  in 
motion.  I  immediately  applied  to  Vandelure 
for  an  explanation.  He  faid  as  the  moon  was 
one  of  the  Dekies,  it  was  always  a  cuftom,  and 
a  point  of  their  religion,  to  fet  the  day  of  its 
full  apart  for  the  worihip  of  that  God.  Aad 
that  four  times  in  a  year  they  made  great  feaits 
in  honor  to  the  fun.  I  afked  Vandelure  why 
they  did  not  as  often  worship  the  fun  a*  the 
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moon.     This  he  explained  to  me  in  the  follow- 
in...;    manner.      That  they  took    the   full  and 
change  of  the  moon,  to  be  in  .companion   to 
them,  and  other  people  ;  and   hat  when   he  was 
kind  enough  to  fh^w  his  full  face,  they  could 
do  no  lefs  than  difcover  Come  marks  of  refptefc 
to  that  deit".     That  the  fan  was  at  fuch  a  d;f- 
tance,  and  had  fo  m.iny  to  take  care  of,  that  it 
would  be  vain,  and  nrefom  to  addrefs  him  (o  of- 
ten,   hac  it  would  be  impoTible  he  could  attend 
to  rhe  too  frequent  complaints  of  all  mankind. 
A«  foon  as  Vand-:lure  gave  us  this  account* 
we  became  dearous  to  parrake  in  the  folemni- 
iy  of  the  dav.     We  made  mention  of  it  to  him, 
aii J  we  foon  found  it  required  no  great  influ- 
ence to  gain  admittance,  for  as  foon  as  we  dis- 
covered aa  inclination,   hey  were  even  foiicf- 
teii.s  for  it.     Accordingly  a^out  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning  we  all  proceeded  to  the  temple  of 
the  moon,  bud    on  a  hill,  a  little  remore  iron 
the    town.       This    place,     which   I   bad   not 
(eer\  before,  was  fafficient  to  contain  three  thou- 
sand perjfjns.     It   Was  one  ftory  high,  and    in 
tht  torm  of  an  ohj^>ng  fquare.      The  door  (he- 
>nly  one)  was  at  the  weft  enc1 ;  and  at  the 
pair  end   was  an  emblematical    painting  of  |the 
full   moon,  and   the  attendant   ftars.'      In   the 
1  was  repr'efe  sted  c  God  th'ey 

pipped.     As  loon  as  uie  houfe  was  pretty 
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well  filled,  ten  men  entered  drefled  in  flieep 
/kins  from  head  to  feet,  and  walked  towards  the 
caft  end.     As  there  was  the  moft  profound  fi- 
lence  and  attention  through  the  houfe,  I  thought 
it  would  be  indecent  to   enquire  who   they 
were ;  however,   I   foon  perceived  they  were 
the  priefts  of  the  deity.  When  they  came  to  the 
paintings,  they  fuddenly  fell  on  their  knees,  to 
implore  the  pleafure  and  afliftance  of  their  God". 
They  appeared   to  pray  fervently  fome   time, 
when  they  arofe  and  informed  the  people   (as 
we  afterwards  learned)  that  they  had  no  reafon 
to  think:  but  that  the  God  was  pleafed  with 
them;  which  was  no  fooner  announced,  than 
a  confufed  murmur  ran  through  the  whole  af- 
fembly,  when  they  immediately  began  to  fing. 
The   noife  of  near  two  thoufand  perfons    all 
finging  at  once,  I  now  began  to  think  would 
deprive  me  of  the  ufe  of  my  ears.     Certain  it 
was,  that  near  an  hour  after  I  left  this  place, 
my  ears  utterly  refufed  their  kind  offices.     I 
thought  that  if  the  moon  had  ears,  or  the  deity 
that  dwelt  therein,  he  need  not  alter  his  com- 
mon  courfe  to  have  been  %3iciently  amufed 
with  their  melody.     As  foon  as  the  finging  was 
over,  the  priefts  appeared  in  a  fur  as  white  as 
fnow,  and  made  an  addrefs  to  the  people,  when 
there  ftepped  forth  fix  couple  of  young  perfons, 
to  join  in  Hymen's  bands.     Six  of  the  priefts 
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took  each  his  couple,  and  preferred  them  fo 
their  God;  after  which  (the  young  perforis 
kneeling)  they  adminifteied  an  oath  to  thevri, 
which  though  fhort,  1  could  perceive  to  be  ve- 
ry fo'emn,  and  immediately  each  couple  kiffed 
the  head  of  their  God  ;  they  then  lung  again, 
and  the  ceremony  ended. 

I  found  .the  inititu.  ion  of  marriage  was  kept 
facred  among  them,  and  the  violators  of  it  are 
held  in  great  deteftacion,  and  punithed   in   the 
following  manner.      The  culprit,  whether  man 
or  woman,  is  placed  before  a  ro*v  of  archers, 
drawn  up  in  a  femic  rele,    when  the  injured 
partner  ihoots  the   firft  arrow,  and  the  whole 
talcing  the   example,  difchirg*  their  arrows, 
and  fend  che  criminal  to  the  \v.>rd  of  fpints  im- 
mediately.    However,  though  they  are  fevere 
to  puniih,.  Vandelure  laid  he  hid  heard  of  only 
two  executions    ftnee   he  h?.d  re  .d  d   amo  rg 
them.     They  are  not  allowed    a  plurality    o^ 
wives,  except  the  King,   wfho  if  he  can  procu  e 
a  dozen  by  fair  means,  no  one  dare  oppoie  Kim. 
During  our  abode  among  the.n,  I  frequently 
enquired  of  Vandelure  to  krioiv  whether  &.-.- 
had  been  wars  or  revolutions  in  that  king'!  m  j 
but  he  was  a  man  oi  no  tatfe  in  politicie  ku>>  v- 
le  ge,  confxjuentlV  cared  bat  little  about  »..      £ 
afterwards  found  an  opoortunity  to   convene 
D  t. 
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with  a  nobleman,  who  wore  half  as  many  fea- 
thers as  his  Majefty  (a  Aire  mark  of  diftinction) 
who  gave  me  to  underftand,  the  King,  being 
lord  of  all  below,  none  dare  to  fay,  wh v  do  ye 
fo  ?  for  many  hundred  years,  till  about  five 
years  ago,  a  nation  of  the  north-weft,  eame 
down  and  demanded  forne  white  negroes,  king 
Knipperdoling  immediately  collected  about 
three  or  four  thou  {and  men  to  oppofe  them  ;  but 
they  thought  prudent  to  retire,  relinquilh  their 
demand,  and  have  never  fince  offered  to  difturb 
him. 

We  tarried  in  this  and  other  towns,  during 
the  winter  feafon,  making  one  journey  to  the 
metropolis,  where  we  were  obliged  to  wafte 
more  powder  than  we  wifhed,  to  fatisfy  the  cu- 
riofity  of  thefe  nobility,  who  were  inceffant  in 
their  felicitations.  I  doubt  not  but  we  might 
have  received  a  fortune  for  each  of  our  guns,  fo 
great  was  the  wonders  they  produced.  They 
have  nothing  curious  in  the  manufacture  of 
their  own  tools.  I  found  they  had  a  clumfy 
kind  of  axes  and  hoes;  but  not  of  their  own 
manufacturing ;  and  where  they  came  from  we 
could  not  conjecture;  but  the  beft  account  we 
could  get,  was,  that  they  had  them  from  the 
North,  and  that  they  came  acrofs  the  great 
water. 

I  would  here  obferve,  that  among  thefe  people, 
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are  many  nervous,  a&ivc  men,  and  the  fwifteft 
of  foot  I  believe  of  any  on  earth.  Many  of 
them  live  to  the  age  of  one  hundred  years. 
Vandelure  affirmed  he  had  (e^n  numbers  that 
arrived  to  an  hundred  and  twenty,  which  I  can 
only  account  for,  by  their  temperate  manner  of 
living. 

We  now  began  to  think  of  leaving  thefe  in- 
habitants, among  whom  we  had  been  entertain- 
ed like  princes,  if  we  may  venture  to  give  that 
appellation  to  pagans  ;  and  if  we  make  proper 
allowances,  are  a  patern  to  many  civilized 
countries.  * 

Not  meeting  with  any  thing  remarkable,  we 
determined  to  fet  off  the  fir  ft  of  May,  and  to 
return  to  this  fide  of  the  Sublime  mountains. 
After  much  perfuafion,  we  at  length  parted 
with  two  of  our  guns,  about  half  of  our  pow- 
der, and  fome  (hot,  befides  teaching  his  majef- 
ty  the  uie  of  them  ;  for  which  we  received  fome 
gold,  and  as  much  fur  (fome  of  which  was  a 
great  curioiity)  as  we  could  conveniently  car- 
ry, to  the  amount  of  about  four  hundred  pounds, 
which  amply  paid  us,  and  are  now  referved  as 
convincing  proofs  of  our  relation. 

About  a  month  previous  to  our  departure,  I 
took  :m  opportunity  to  alk  our  friend  Vande- 
lure  whether  he  intended  to  return  with  us,  and 
vifit  his  native  country  once  more.     It  was 
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realjy  painful  to  the  hiiman  heart,  to  obferve 
the  contending  paiiions  which  ftrove  in  ;he 
bread  of  this  honeit  Dutchman.  On  the  erne 
hand  was  a  native  country,  parents,  connec- 
tions, religion,  and  a  civilized  world,  whofe 
cuftoms  and  manners  all  men  are  tenacious  of : 
on  the  other,  a  wifr,  for  whom  he  had  con- 
ceived a  tender  regard,  and  an  offspring  of  his 
body  in  a  promifing  fon,  were  powerful  mo- 
tives in  his  virtuous  mind.  Here  the  reader 
will  fay,  perhaps,  that  this  was  not  of  a  very 
delicate  tafte,  to  fet  a  value  on  an  Indian  wife, 
that  mould  overbalance  the  powerful  incen- 
tives he  had  to  leave  her.  I  will  give  his  r.n- 
fwer  in  his  own  words,  viz.  "  That  he  had  fo- 
lemnlyfwore  before  God,  to  be  her  hufband, 
and  notwithftanding  he  Cared  but  little  about 
the  God  in  whofe  pretended  prefence  he  fwore, 
yet  he  absolutely  gave  up  his  heart  to  her  in  that 
ceremony,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  Chriftian 
God,  and  therefore  thought  it  facred."  And 
it  is  my  opinion,  that  there  never  was  one  of 
the  fair  iex  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  who  had  fa 
much  truefenfe  of  virtue,  raodeit.  and  becom- 
ing decency  :  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  engaging 
addrefs,  as  this  woman.  However,  meaugre 
all  thefe  objections,  about  a  week  before  our  in- 
tended departure,  he  concluded  to  accompany 
us,  aud  agaia  vifit  the  place  of  bis.  nativity, 
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The  next  day,  having  his  half  Indian  boy  in  his 
arms,  and  walking  about  his  room,  we  obferv- 
ed  he  looked  melancholy  on  his  wife  j  he  fud- 
denly  burft  into  tears  and  faid,  "  I  can't,  I  can't, 
I  never  wid  leave  rny  wife  and  this  desr  child.'' 
This  he  uttered  in  Dutch,  fo  that  his  wife 
could  not  underfland  him  ;  and  {he  never  had 
heard  that  he  had  an  inclination  to  leave  her. 
This  fecmed  to  be  the  laft  apparent  ftruggle  in 
our  friend's  breafr. 

On  the  27th  of  April  T7S7,  having  each  of 
us,  in  gold,  and  fine  furs,  about  one  hundred 
pound,  we  let  off  from  this  town  wc  had  tarried 
in  during  winter,  and  proceeded  to  the  capital  ci- 
ty- We  had  not  fo  eafy  a  paffage  from  thence 
to  the  lake,  as  we  had  from  the  lake  thither  in 
the  fall.  We  left  the  lake  on  the  feventh  day  of 
May,  and  on  the  23d  of  June  (without  any 
remarkable  occurrence)  arrived  at  the  Sublime 
mountains,  as  near  the  top  as  we  dared  to  tarry  \ 
not  having  time  to  crofs  them  that  night, 
About  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  we  were 
alarmed  by  a  terrible  earthquake.  We  faw  to 
our  unutterable  horror,  not  many  miles  from 
us,  a  large  mountain,  pouring  forth  columns 
of  fmoak  and  hie.  So  great  was  eur  terror,  on 
beholding  this  fcene  v/e  thought  of  ncthinglefs 
than  the  final  diflolution  of  ail  things.  This 
horrid  fpectacle  did  nqr  appear  to  be  more  than 
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three  or  four  miles  to  thefouth  of  us.  But  Oh  ! 
the  dif.nai  fcene  that  in  a  ihort  time  pretexted  f 
Tea  thoufand  vollies   of  livid  flames;  and  as 
it  were  whole    mountains   of  burning  ftones 
thrown  headlong  through  the  troubled  air,  ?nd 
th«  flames    towering   to  the  heavens.     The 
mountains  that  we  were  on,  which  feemed  of 
dimenfions  and  ftrength  enough  to  fupport  all 
nature,  trembled  like  a  reed.     In  fhort  it  is 
beyond  all    imagination    to  conceive,    much 
lefs  for  me  to  defcribe  this  dreadful  night.     At 
midnight  it  began  to  decreafe,  fo  that  in   the 
morning  we  were  out  offear.     When  day-light 
approached,  there  was  nothing  but  fin  oak  to  be 
feen,  which  the  wind  happily  carried  from  us  ; 
and  the   place  that  exhibited   fuch   torrents  of 
fire,  and  which  we  thought  but  a  fhort  di  fiance, 
we   found  to  be  upwards  of    twenty   miles. 
We  now   proceeded   to  crofs  the  mountain, 
making  but  few  ohfervations.     As  foon  as  we 
found  ourfelves  defcending  towards  our  much 
defired  ho.  ;e>  we  began  to   be    interrupted  ; 
having  to  travel  thro*  nature's  bounty;  for  on 
the  third  of  July,  we  came  to  an  amazing  tract 
of  land,  which  I  fuppofe  mull  have  contained 
fome  hundreds  of  acres,  and  being  at  leafV  forty 
miles   acrofs,     on  which  the  vegkatipn  grew 
fpontaneoufly  ;  and  greatly  retarded  our  travel- 
ling.    As  the   wind  was  to  the  N,  Weft,  we 
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concluded  to  fet  fire  to  it,  that  we  might  travel 
with    greater  eafe.     This   exhibited   a    fcene 
that  was  at  once  pleafing  and  dreadful.     In  a 
few  houis  we  were  able  to  follow  the  confla- 
gration, nothing  being  left  but  the  allies  of  ve- 
getables, which  foon  cooled,  as  the  wind  con- 
tinued to  the  weft  ward ;  and  we  found  the  tra- 
velling tolerably  good,  which  oeherwife  mud 
have  been  very  tedious.     Humanity  {brinks  at 
the  thought  of  the  deftruclion  that  took  place 
in  the  animal  creation,  merely  to  gratify  four  of 
the  human  fpecies.     Thoufands  of  deers,  buf- 
faloes, bear?,  fowls,  &c.  periihed  in  this  gene- 
ral   ruin.     Inevitable  death  attended   all    that 
was  in  it's  way.     At  night  the  country  appear- 
ed cornpleatly  fpread  in  flames,  and  we  conti- 
nued travelling  till  about  ten  o'clock,  with  as 
much  eafe  as  at  noon-day.     Never  did  my  eyes 
behold  a  more  elegant  fcene,  which  extended  in 
a  beautiful  femiciicle.     The  next  day  we  began 
to  be  under  apprehenfions,  left  the  wind  ihould 
change  to  fome  other  point,  v/hich   certainly 
would  have  involved  us  in  the  ruins  ;  but  pro- 
videntially  it   continued  to  the  weft  ward  for 
three   days,  by   which   time   we  were  out  of 
danger. 

On  the  ninth  of  July,  we  to  our  great  joy, 
came  to  the  river  Miilifippi.  It  was  our  in- 
tension toftrike  the  river  above,  where  we  left 


i  +8  > 

it  the  year  before,  but  in  this  we  found  our- 
felves  miiiaken,  as  we  could  nut  find  the  marks 
which  we  had  previously  fixed  ir*  many  places, 
and  by  which  alone  we  exps6ted  to  find  our 
canoe.  After  travelling  about  three  days  and  a 
half,  we  came  to  the  mountain  or  hedge,  by 
the  river  fide,  where  we  left  our  float,  and 
where  we  found  it  in  tolerable  good  order,  ex- 
cept our  provifion  j  but  this  we  eafily  mended. 

On  the  thirteenth  day  of  July  we  embarked 
on  board  our  little  float :  Having  the  ftream  in 
our  favor,  and  animated  with  the  hopes  of  foon 
being  with  our  christian  friends  again,  we 
made  every  poffible  exertion  to  haften  our  re- 
turn. We  rowed  by  night  as  well -as  by  day, 
taking  our  turns  to  reft  ;  and  in  thirteen  days 
and  thirteen  nights,  we  (to  our  inexpreflible 
joy)  arrived  at  New-Orleans,  without  any  re- 
markable occurrence,  on  the  twenty-feventh  of 
July,  1787. 

It  feemed  as  if  we  were  born  to  be  a  wonder 
among  them.  For  in  a  fhort  time  our  own 
town  appeared  to  he  confuted,  and  kept  flock- 
ing about  us,  with  feemingly  as  much  anxiety 
as  the  weftern  Indians.  We  had  brought  with 
us  almoft  an  entire  drefs  of  their  furs,  with  an 
accomplifhed  cap,  decorated  with  feathers, 
which  we  took  care  to  have  on  at  our  entrance 
into  New-Orleans.     The  furs  we  had  on,  ane 
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the  manner  in  which  we  wore  them,  were  (b 
uncommon,  added    to  which,  coir   beards  had 
not  been  cut  in   fifty-eight  weeks,  it  need  not 
be  wondered   we   were    taken   for    prodigies. 
Among  the  multitude  of  people  that  came  to  v  iew 
us,  I  faw  numbers  of  my  friends  and  acquain- 
tance. We  took  care   to  metamorphofe  Tom- 
hegan  in  a  particular  manner,  fo  thai  he  fhould 
not  difcover  us  too  foon.     In  this  manner  we 
proceeded  through  the   ftreets,  to  my  father's 
houfe.     As  foon  as  he  perceived  us  to  flop  there, 
lie  feparated   immediately  from  the  crowd,  and 
demanded  what  we  wanted.     Vanfliuts,    the 
better  to  carry  on  the  fport,  anfwered  in  Dutch, 
that  we  wanted  lodging ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
Ihewed  fome  gold  ;  but  this  did  not  take.     My 
father,    in  a  ftern  manner,  bid  us   be    gone. 
We  had  not  got  far  before  a  Dutch  innholder, 
who  underftood  Vanfliuts    and  tempted  by  the 
gold  as  well  as  curiofity,  invited  us  to  his  houfe. 
He  now  began  to   interrogate  Vanfliuts,  who 
anfwered  him,  by  fuch  incoherent  fpeeches  and 
geftures,  as  gave  him  but  very  little  fatisfa&ion 
By  this  time  the  houfe  was  crowded  with  all 
ranks,  among  whom  I  eafily  difcovered  two  of 
my  younger  brothers.     Here  we  tarried  in  cog, 
till  the  next  morning,  when  difagreeing  about 
The  weight  of  our  gold,  we  (to  our  no  fmall  di- 
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verfion  and  the  utter  aitonifhment  of  all  our  ac- 
quaintance) difcovered  ourfelves.  What  added 
to  their  furprize,  was,  our  having  been  given 
up  for  loft  ;  which  considering  the  abrupt  man- 
ner we  left  them,  gave  evident  marks  of  fuch 
an  event. 

Thus  ended  our  adventures;  and  the  only 
one  of  confequence,  I  ihall  again  undertake. 
I  luppcie  we  travelled,  from  a  moderate  calcu- 
lation of  the  time,  out  and  home,  between 
twen  y-fix  and  twenty-feven  hundred  miles 
weft  from  the  Atlantic  ocean.  I  believe  it  may 
be  depended  upon,  that  the  extent  of  the  coun- 
try welt  of  any  c'nriftian  inhabitants,  taking  a 
view  of  what  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  of  its  ex- 
tent north  of  New  Mexico ;  I  fay  1  believe  it 
txj  be  greater  than  is  at  preiept  poiTeiled  by  any 
Potentate  in  Europe.  However,  the  greateit 
advantages  which  we  can  expect  at  prefent,  is, 
by  trading  up  the  weftern  ocean  for  furs,  and 
gold,  with  proper  articles,  fuch  as  fire-arms, 
ammunition,  edge-tools,  trinkets,  &c.  will 
abundantly  command. 

1  am  the  public's  moft 
obedient,  and  very 
humble  fervant. 

ALUSbO  DECALVES. 


THE 

INTERESTING  HISTORY 

O    F 

CHARLES    MORTIMER. 

THE  fun  rofe  with  faperio/  fplendor;  the 
lace  ot  nature  failed,  and  the  heart  of 
Moi  timer  experien  d  that  indcfcribable  irn- 
pulfe,  which  often  infufes  a  transient  joy  into 
the  heart  in  the  moments  ofadyerfiry. 

The  packet  boat  was  ready  to  fail :  Morti- 
mer wHv  other  paiT?ngers  went  onboard,  and 
the  veiled  f>on  took  her  departure.  The  paf- 
fengers  were  chiedy  country  people,  who  w^re 
repairing  to  market  with  various  articles  of 
produce  j  arnonft  the  red  was  a  Mr.  Brinton 
a'  merchant  of  confiderable  eminence,  who  had 
retired  to  th?  country,  as  his  health  had  been  a 
little  on  the  decline,  to  fpend  part  of  the  fum- 
me^/eafon. 

Mortimer  v/as  much  refrrved  ;  the  meannefs 
of  his  drefs  attracted  little  attention,  and  he  fat 
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retired  in  Client  contemplation.  Mr.  Brinton 
difcovered  fome thing  peculiarly  interefting  in 
*  im,  and  though  he  appeared  to  be  the  vidlim 
either  of  indigence  or  misfortune,  yet  his  coun- 
tenance difplayed  the  characteriftics  of  a  fuperi- 
or  mind.  As  Mr.  Brinton  was  a  gentleman  of 
a  loquacious  turn,  he  accofted  our  traveller,  and 
entered  into  a  lengthy  converfation  with  him. 
After  his  refer  ve  had  a  little  fubfided,  his  lan- 
guage became  animated,  his  countenance  was 
expreffive,  and  Mr.  Brinton  enjoyed  in  his 
company  that  focial  gratification  which  ever 
refulrs  from  a  mjnd  of  fuperior  intelligence  and 
complacency  of  difpolttion. 

."  I  obfeive'fir,"  faid  Mr.  Brinton,"  though- 
your  appearance  feenis  to  indicate  poverty  or 
misfortune  in  the  extreme,  that  your  counte- 
nance does  not  correfpond  with  your  drefs,  and 
I  fhould  be  happy  to  hear  an  account  of  your 
adventures.*' 

Mr.  Brinton  little  fufpected  that  this  obfer- 
vation  would  awaken  the  latent  power  of  his 
fentibility  -,  tears  ftarted  from  his  eyes,  and  af- 
ter coniidcrable  confuflon  he  made  the  follow- 
ing anfwer. 

"  Sir,  your  requeft  forcibly  recalls  to  my  re- 
membrance thofe  conflicts  of  adverfity,  which 
though  young  in  life,  I  have  already  experien- 
ced ;    I  have  unexpectedly  been  precipitated 
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from  the  fummitof  affluence  and  refpe&ability 
to  the  we'ehed,  the  forlorn  Situation  in  which 
you  now  behold  me.  My  father  was  a  mer- 
chant of  immenfe  property,  and  he  fpared  no 
pains  to  confer  fuch  an  education  on  me  as  he 
conceived  would  efrablifh  the  bafis  of  my  fu- 
ture eminence.  I  was  extravagantly  fond  of 
learning,  and  made  fuch  progrefs  as  rivalled  ali 
my  com  naporartes.  The  improvement  of  the 
moral  virtues  was  my  principal  delight ;  I  be- 
held the  depravity  of  mankind  with  the  utmoit 
abhorrence,  and  my  ambiiion  was  the  unremit- 
ted purfuit  of  moral  perfection. 

"  When  I  had  nea.'ly  completed  my  ed aea- 
tion  in  a  feminary  of  learning  fome  diftance 
from  the  place  of  mv  father's  refidence,  I  one 
day  received  a-letter  from  a  frien.1,  w  ich  un- 
expectedly announced  to  me  my  fa.her's  bank- 
ruptcy. He  had  experienced  manvloffes  at  fe£ 
by  the  fe verity  of  tempeds,  and  the  fpirit  of  Bri- 
tiih piracy,  which  had  lately  prevailed,  corn- 
pleated  his  ruin. 

u  It  is  impo/Kble  toexprefs  my  emotions  at 
the  receipt  of  a  letter  [which  c  mveyed  fuch  fa- 
tal intelligence.  I  left  me  collie  immediately, 
and  returned  home,  where  I  was  a  witneis  to  a 
fcene  of  diftrefs  which  could  not  be  equalled. 
My  fachei  was  immifou  J,  and  his  property 
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felzed  by  his  creditors  ;  my  mother  died  bro- 
ken hearted  ;  our  family  was  difperfed,  and  my 
younger  brothers  and  fitters  were  recommend- 
ed to  the  charity  of  tome  friends  and  relations. 

"  I  was  now  turned  adrift  upon  the  world 
tofeek  my  own  fubfiftence  ;  I  was  deprived  of 
a  home,  and  fo  much  did  I  abhor  the  idea  of  de-» 
pendence,  that  I  frequently  flepr  in  the  flrreets, 
rather  than  intrude  upon  my  friends,  or  reveal 
the  fecret  of  my  diftrefs.  Here  I  was  perhaps 
actuated  by  a  criminal  pride ;  but  fuch  were  the 
principles  I  had  imbibed  in  the  days  of  my 
profperity.  I  made  many  efforts  to  eftablifh 
myfelf  in  fome  way  of  bufinefs  ;  but  they  al! 
proved  ineffectual,  an  invincible,  an  innate  fenfe 
of  fhame,  of  vvhich  I  could  not  diveft  myfelf, 
prevented  me  from  applying  to  thofe  of  rrr 
relations  and  friends  who  could  a/Eit  me  in  Br- 
ad ver  ft  ty. 

<c  Thus  did  I  lead  a  life  of  indefcribable  mi- 
fery,  in  want  of  every  article  neceflary  to  fen- 
der exigence  deliraWe  :  my  clothes  were  nearly 
worn  out,  and  to  hide  my  fhame,  as  well  as  po- 
verty, I  was  refolved  to  retire  to  places  where 
I  was  unknown,  that  I  might,  in  fome  fubordi- 
nate  capacity,  find  the  means  of  protracting 
that  exiilence  which  heaven  feemed  to  confer 
upon  me  in  its  wrath.  I  have  now  been  tra- 
velling more  than  a  week,  fubje&ed  to  the  moft 
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precarious  fubfiftencc,  and  altogether  depeiw 
dau.c  upon  the  charicy  of  people  whom  i  have 
vih:ed  in  my  journey.  This,  Sir,  is  acontife 
account  of  my  life,  and  you  now  (ee  me  em- 
barked for  your  city  ;  but  what  courfe  of  events 
will  attend  me  there,  1  ihall  not  venture  to 
predict" 

He  had  fcarcely  finiihed  this  narrative  before 
a  fucden  tempcic  arofe  ;  clouds  of  menacing 
darknefs  obfcired  the  heavens,  and  a  furious 
gale  of  wind  fucceeded,  attended  by  a  violent 
uiower  of  rain.  The  waves  in  the  bav,  over 
which  they  were  palling,  raged  with  the  utmoft 
fury,  and  the  veffel  was  thrown  on  her  beam- 
ends.  In  this  extremity  the  only  alternative 
of  the  boat's  crew  was  to  fave  themfelves  by 
fwimming,  and  they  prepared  to  commit  them- 
felves to  the  rude  mercy  of  the  waves.  The 
llorm  continued  to  ir.creafe  in  violence,  and  the 
boat  was  rapidly  finking;.  In  this  dreadful  mo* 
merit  of  confirmation  and  danger,  Mr.  Brintort 
dung  faft  to  Mortimer,  and  in  an  agony  of  dif- 
pair,  asd  with  ftreaming  eyes5  entreated  him  to 
refeue  him  from  impending  deftruc-tion,  for  he 
could  notfwim.  Mortimer  expoitulated  with 
him  a  moment,  and  reprefented  the  impofiibi- 
lity  of  faving  him  as  the  attempt  would  ineyi-* 
taoly  involve  them  both  in  ruin  :  but  expostu- 
lation was  vain  and  he  ciun£  to  Mortimer  with 
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ever  fiercer  violence.  By  this  time  the  whole 
boat's  crew,  except  Brinton  and  Mortimer, 
had  quit  the  veffel,  and  fhe  was  upon  the  verge 
of  finking.  Mortimer  fummoned  calmnefs  and 
compofure  in  this  extremity:  the  miferies  he 
had  already  fufrered  Teemed  fomewhat  to  alien- 
ate him  from  life,  and  with  a  philofophic  re- 
fignation,  he  regarded  death  as  his  ultimate 
friend.  The  tears  and  intreaties  cf  Mr.  Brin- 
ton excited  a  glow  of  benevolence  and  fympa- 
thy  in  Mortimer  ;  he  was  an  expert  fvvimmer, 
and  he  refolved  upon  an  attempt  to  refcue  him 
at  the  rifque  of  his  own  life.  They  both 
threw  of? their  clothes,  and  Mortimer  tied  his 
handkerchief  rcund  his  vvaifr,  defiling  Mr. 
Brinton  to  keep  a  firm  hold  of  it,  while  he 
fwara.  Their  firft  endeavour  was  to  reach  a 
billet  of  wocd  which  had  been  wafhed  from  the 
veflei,  and  after  much  difficulty  they  gained  it. 
This  fortunate  event  alleviated  the  labor  of 
fwimming  ;  the  wind  fortunately  blew  upon 
the  neareil  fhore,  and  after  the  nioil  critical 
danger,  and  arduous  flruggle,  they  regained  the 
had. 

It  is  impoflibie  to  defcribe  the  emotions  of 
their  joy  at  the  moment  of  their  deliverance; 
Mr.  Brinton  embraced  Mortimer,  and  fticd  a 
torrent  of  tears  over  him ;  he  applauded  his  ex- 
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ertions,  and  in  the  ardency  of  his  joy  profefTed 
the  moft  inviolable  friendfhip  for  him. 

The  country  people  who  had  been  fpe&atoiS 
of  their  diirrefs,  flocked  to  the  fhore,  and  ren- 
dered them  every  affiiiance  in  their  power.  Se- 
veral other  paffengers  fortunately  efcaped  the 
fury  of  the  waves  ;  but  the  greater  part  of  the 
company  were  drowned.  Some  country  gen- 
tlemen of  benevolence  furnifhed  them  with 
{bits  of  clothes,  and  afforded  them  fuch  aflift- 
ance  as  foon  enabled  them  to  accompli  lb  their 
journey. 

Mr.  Brinton  invited  Mortimer  to  his  houfe, 
and  introduced  him  to  Amelia  his  only  daugh- 
ter, as  the  prefcrver  of  his  life.  At  the  recital 
of  their  deliverance  expreffive  of  gratitude,  fne 
Welcomed  him  to  her  father's  houfe. 

As  Mr.  Brinton  knew  Moi  timer's  fituation, 
and  was  mtpreifed  with  a  fenfe  of  his  obligations- 
to  him,  he  committed  to  his  fuperimendancc 
the  charge  of  fome  mercantile  matters,  which 
Mortimer  however  conceived  to  be  ramer  of  a 
laborious  nature;  for  Mr.  Brinton  was  ever 
more  ftudious  of  his  intereft,  than  attentive  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  moral  virtues.  Morti- 
mer did  not  however  repine ;  but  difcharged 
his  duty  with  fuch  diligence  and  attention,  as 
highly  recommended  him  to  the  eficetn.  of  Mr. 
Brinton. 
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In  the  mean  time,  when  opportunities  oc- 
cured,  he  cultivated  an  intimacy  with  Amelia, 
whole  beauty  and  accomplishments  in  a  fhort 
time  made  a  lively  irnpre<Tion  upon  his  heart. 
She  poiTdTed  a  peculiar  elegance  of  form,  a  rofe- 
ate  complexion,  a  fafcinating  fymmetry  of  fea- 
tures, and  the  moil  expreflive  countenance  ;  to 
thefe  natural  advantages  were  added  a  philofo- 
phical  and  hiftorical  knowledge  :  She  had  read 
the  moft  admired  authors,  and  was  a  proficient 
in  mafic,  in  painting  and  poetry.  Such  ac= 
complifhments  could  not  fail  to  captivate  the 
heart  of  Morimer,  who  knew  how  to  appre- 
ciate their  value  ;  and  on  the  contrary,  the  pow- 
ers of  Mortimer's  eloquence,  his  proficiency 
in  the  various  departments  of  fcience,  an  innate 
dignity  of  form,  and  countenance  of  peculiar 
admiration  and  beauty,  could  not  but  prepoflefs 
her  in  his  favor.  She  ever  appeared  delighted 
with  his  company  and  converfation  j  but  moft 
fed ulcufly  avoided  thofe  looks  of  endearment 
and  partiality,  which  might  be  conih'iied  into 
love,  or  infpire  him  with  a  confidence  of  his 
power.  Mortimer  now  pafTed  his  time  in  ex- 
treme inquietude,  and  began  to  betray  peculiar 
embarraflment  in  her  company  and  impatience 
in  her  abfence.  His  countenance  was  changed, 
and  the  indulgence  of  his  paffion  gradually  im- 
paired his  health  ;  but  fuch  was  his  invincible 
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relu&ance  and  modeft  diffidence,  that  he  could 
not  difclofe  to  her  the  fecret  of  his  niifery.  A- 
melia  however  fufpc&ed  the  c;iufe,  ?nd  ihough 
Mortimer  had  made  a  powerful  impreiflon  on 
her  heart,  yet  a  principle  of  pride  prompted  her 
to  contend  againft  this  foft  influence  of  nature. 
In  confequence  of  his  indigent  and  dependent 
fituation  in  life,  fhe  had  previoufiy  refoived  t"> 
treat  him  with  the  utmoft  feverity  in  cafe  he 
revealed  the  fecret  which  fne  had  fo  long  an- 
ticipated. 

One  evening  however,  while  Mr.  Brinton 
was  abfent  upon  fome  bufmsfs,  their  converfa^ 
tion  aflumed  a  more  animated  turn  ;  fhey  can- 
vaffed  the  fubjeft  of  friendmip,  and  Mortimer 
deemed  this  a  propitious  moment  to  avow  the 
real  fentiments  of  his  heart  to  Amelia.  "  You 
have  obferved,  Amelia,"  faid  he,  "  the  decay 
of  my  health  j  the  emotions,  which  I  experi- 
ence have  made  a  vifible  impreffion  upon  me, 
and  you  have  no  doubt  difcovered  my  embar- 
railment  and  confufion  in  your  prefence.  But 
pardon  my  prefumption  when  I  teil  you,  that 
the  concentration  of  virtues,  of  beauty  and  ac- 
complifhments  which  are  fo  confpicuous  in  you, 
have  proved  the  caufe  of  that  diftrefs  which  I 
have  been  unable  to  conceal."  As  he  ex- 
preffed  this  fentence  he  became  extremely  con- 
fufed,  and  a  fhort  filence  enfued.     Amelia  af- 
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fe&ed  net  to  underftand  him,  and  Mortimer 
avowed  his  fentiments  in  more  explicit  terms. 
■*<  You  are  not,  Amelia/5  faid  he,  "  fo  How 
cf  comprehension  ;  you  can  certainly  compre- 
hend the  flighted  intimation  ;  but  if  you  re- 
quire a  more  exprefs  declaration,  know  then, 
that  I  have  conceived  the  moil:  ardent  attach- 
ment for  you  i  but  I  am  not  fo  fanguine  in  my 
expectation,  as  to  fofter  a  hop*  of  fuccefs  ;  hea- 
ven has  never  decreed  as  my  portion  the  pof- 
feiTion  of  fo  invaluable  a  treafure  as  yourfelf, 
and  if  my  prefumpticm  incurs  neither  your  con- 
tempt nor  indignation,  it  will  afford  me  fomC 
conization. 

"  You  muft  be  fennble,"  replied  Amelia, 
"  that  I  lhall  ever  be  extremely  cautious  in  my 
expressions  to  you  upon  a  iubje££  which  fo  ef- 
fentiallv  interefts  my  future  welfare,  and  were 
my  affections  impreffed  with  the  moft  reciprocal 
ardency  for   you,  ftill  I   fhould   never  flatter 
your  hope.     Your   fituation  in   life,  and  your 
inferiority  in  point  of  fortune,  does  not  juftify 
your  o^pectations.     It  is  true  I  am  fomewhat 
biaiTed  in  your  favor;  I  admire  your  virtues, 
and  fuperior  attainments  in  knowledge,  and  I 
am  not  the  only  one  who  has  pafied  encomiums 
upon  your  prepofieiling  figure,  and  eXpreftive 
beauty  of  countenance;  but   neverthelefs  I  do 
not  pardon  your  preemption,  and  in  future  I 
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fcall  treat  you  with  that  rigorous  referve,  an4 
even  contumely  which  I  conceive  is  a.  jufl  pu- 
nishment "for  your  offence.  You  have  in:  j 
Caufed  me  fome  moments  of  inquie  ude,  and  I 
have  participated  of  fuperior  pleafur  s  an  fau 
tisfaCtion  in  your  company  ;  but  your  indi^  i  ce 
ih  uld  ever  discountenance  your  pretend  ns ; 
itii  a  duty  incumbent  on  me,  nay  my  hoots  of 
welfare  and  reibfeS ability  in  life  fuggeft  the 
necefiity  of  fteeling  my  heart  againit  you,  and 
I  will  in  future  convince  you  how  mu  h  i  am 
fuperior  to  this  weaknefs  of  our  nature." 

She  uiu  not  wait  a  reply;  but  abruptly  re- 
tirtd,  and  left  poor  Mortimer  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
conceivable mortification  and  afl on i(h merit. 
He  aid  not  fee  her  for  feveral  days  afterwards ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  he  wrote  her  a  letter  of 
apology,  alluring  her  he  was  willing  to  un- 
dergo any  punifhment  fhe  fhoula  doom  an  ade- 
quate atonement  for  his  preemption,  provided 
he  could  obtain  her  forgivenefs. 

But  how  ungeneroufly  did  Amelia  requite 
this  fubmiffion  !  She  ditclofed  the  contents  of 
the  letter  to  her  father,  whole  indignation  was 
inftandy  roufed,  and  he  rtfolved  upon  his  im- 
mediate difcharge  fiom  his  fervice,  regardkfs 
of  the  infinite  obligations  he  owed  him.  He 
ordered   Mortimer  in  his  prefence,  and  after 

F 


(    6i    ) 

Ihowing  him  the  letter,  he  upbraided  him  in 
the  molt  reproachful  terms  for  rhe  malevolence 
of  his  intentions  :  his  eyes  rolled  with  furyj 
he  grafped  his  fvvord  which  was  hanging  againfl: 
the  wall,  and  with  geftures  of  determined 
vengeance,  commanded  him  inftantly  to  depart 
from  his  houfe  or  abide  the  confequence  of  his 
indignation. 

Mortimer  did  not  ftay  to  extenuate  his  con- 
duct :  but  fled  with  precipitation.  He  was 
now  at  liberty  to  reflect  upon  the  unaccounta- 
ble conduct  of  Amelia,  and  the  obduracy  of 
her  father.  Want  again  became  his  compa- 
nion ;  he  wandered  the  ftreets  without  a  friend 
to  aflift  or  coufole  him,  and  brooded  over  his 
misfortunes  in  filence. 

One  evening  as  he  was  fitting  upon  the  (reps 
of  the  CofFee-houfe,  Mr.  Brinton,  who  had 
come  upon  fomc  bufinefs,  entered  without  ob- 
ferving  him.  Two  days  had  now  elapfed,  in 
which  he  had  not  eaten  a  mouthful,  and  he  was 
determined  to  foLcit  Mr,  Brinton's  charity  in 
his  prefent  diilrefs.  Mortimer  accofted  him  as 
he  entered  with  tears  in  his  eyes.  "  Pardon 
my  intrufion,"  fays  he,  "I  have  fiept  in  the 
itreets  and  fpent  two  days  without  the  leait 
fuftenance  :  if  you  have  a  juft  {enk  of  the  ar- 
duous danger  and  difficulty  with  which  1 
wrefted  you  from  an  untimely  death,  you  will 
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afford  me  a  few  /hillings  to  alleviate  my  mife- 
ry."  Mr.  Urimon,  iooifmg  at  him  a  mo- 
it,  exclaimed,  u  Villain,  you  meditated  the 
Jcduction  of  my  daughter,  and  all  my  obliga- 
tions to  you  are  cancelled."  As  he  pronounced 
thtfe  words  he  left  him  abruptly  without  af- 
fording him  an  opportunity  to  reply. 

Mortimer  anticipated  this  repulfe,  and  he 
conceived  this  a  proper  opportunity,  for  an 
interview  once  more  with  Amelia,  to  whofe 
companion  he  refolyied  to  addrefs  himleff.  He 
repaired  to  Mr.  Rrintoi/s  houfe  in  his  abfence, 
he  entered  feveral  apartments  without  feeing 
any  one,  and  av  length  he  ventur  d  to  knock  at 
door  of  Amelia's  chamber,  x'-i  voice  bade 
him  come  in,  and  as  he  entered  he  found  Ame- 
lia leaning  her  cheek  upon  her  hand,  and  in  a 
penfive  mood.  He  proitrated  himfelf  at  her 
feet,  and  implored  her  forgivenefs. 
'  Her  fury  was  kindled  in  an  intrant,  and  me 
exclaimed,  "I  am  attonifhed,  Sir,  at  this  re- 
cent mark  of  aggravated  infolence  and  pre- 
fumption  in  thus  entering  a  lady's  bed-chamber; 
retire  infrantly,  or  1  will  alarm  the  neighbour- 
hood. "  Heavens  !  Amelia,"  replied  Morti- 
mer, "  if  your  heart  ever  experienced  the  foft 
impulfe  of  pity  and  compaiTion,  if  you  have 
f  mpathy  enough  to  (lied  a  tear  over  the  mis- 
fortunes of  a  wretch  abandoned  to  hunger  and 
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defpair,  if  heaven  has  infufed  into  your  heart  a 
fparkof  its  benevolence,  deign  to  furnith  mc 
with  a  few  mou.'hfulsof  cold  victuals  to  fatisfy 
the  demands  of  nature.  I  have  faftzd  two  davs ; 
1  have  flept  upon  the  cold  pavements  of  the 
ftreets,  and  rhe  powers  of  nature  are  nearly  ex- 
hausted." He  could  fay  no  more  ;  tears  fu- 
fpended  his  utterance,  and  he  remained  in  a 
momentary  fufpenfe  at  her  feet.  But  how  ob- 
durate was  her  heart;  fo  impregnably  was  fhs 
fortified  againft  the  foft  dictates  of  compailion 
an  J  humanity,  that  fhe  opened  the  window  of 
her  apartment  which  looked  into  the  ftreet, 
and  with  a  voice  or  terror  exclaimed,  "  thieves ! 
robbers  !  murder !  help  for  God's  Take  !" 

The  neighbours  alarmed  at  fuch  ftrange  out- 
cries,  ruihed  into  her  chamber,  and  fcized  poor 
Mortimer  who  ftood  petrified  with  horror  and 
aftonifhment.  He  offered  noming  in  extenu- 
ation of  his  offence  ;  but  pafHvely  (ubrmtted  to 
the  infolence  and  indignity  of  the  croud-  who 
caTieto  her  protection.  Loud  and  univerfal 
reproaches  prevailed  againft  him,  and  he  was 
dragged  to  prifon  amidft  the  outcries  and  exe- 
crations of  the  mob. 

Here  he  was  confined  in  a  dark  cell,  fed  up- 
on bread  and  water,  and  denkd  the  privilege 
of  a  cm  refpondence  with  his  friends.  He  lay 
fengui&iug   in  this    gloomy  region>  excluded 
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from  fociety,  til!  the  expiration  of  two  months, 
when  he  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  court  for 
trial. 

Mr.  Brinton's  vengeance  in  the  mean  time 
purfued  him;  and  knowing  that  no  true  evi 
dence  could  be  adduced  to  prove  his  delinquen- 
cy, he  hid  previoufly  bribed  a  female  domeitic 
tofwear  to  the  malevolence  of  his  defigns  in 
entering  the  houfe.  When  fne  appeared  be- 
fore the  court me  testified  that  ihe  law  the  pri- 
foner  enter  feveral  apartments  whence  he  pur- 
loined feveral  articles  which  the  enumerated, 
and  entrufted  them  to  the  oareof  an  accomplice 
in  his  villainy,  who  ftood  at  the  ftreet  door  to 
receive  them:  that  (he  was  terrified,  and  fied 
through  a  back  way  to  one  of  her  neighbours 
at  the  time  the  alarm  was  o-iven. 

In  confequence  of  this  tcflimony  he  was 
round  guilty,  and  fentcnced  to  hard  labour  foF 
the  term  or"  a  year.  Mr.  Brinton  exulted  in 
this  verdict,  and  Amelia,  to  whet  her  father's 
indignation,  frequently  repeated  the  ftory  of 
M or  t\ mer'srudeintruilon  into  her  bed  chamber. 

He?ven  feemed  now  to  have  inflicted  its  moft 
rigorous  puniihment  upon  Mortimer.  He 
was  fettered,  and  compelled  to  hard  labour  in 
the  ftreets,  fubjected  to  the  care  of  a  brutal 
o/crfeer  who  attended  him.     As  Amelia  v:\Kc^ 
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©n?  chy  in  the  (treet,  fhe  beheld  him  in  'his 
forlorn  {ituation  ;  a  tear  ftarted  from  his  qye  at 
the  fight  of  her  ;  pity  touched  p.er  feelings,  and 
a  combination  of  love  and  remorfe  began  to 
operate  upon  her.  She-  entered  ituo  a  conver- 
sion with  him,  a^cl  his  eyes  reproved  her 
with  fuch  foft  languish  mem,  that  ill  -  felt  the 
irrefiftible  force  of  fcich  a  gentle  admonition 
fi  i  virtue  and  inno  ence:  The  dictates  of 
companion  foftened  her  heart :  (he  experienced 
the  renewed  and  forcible  influence  of  that  love 
which  fhe  had  affected  fo  much  to  defpife,  and 
in  agony  of  contrition  was  about  to  proitra;e 
herfeif  before  him  to  implore  forgivenefs,  when 
his  overfeer,  obfecving  his  indolence,  furi- 
ouftv  affauked  him  with  a  huge  bludgeon  of 
wood,  and  levelled  him  to  the  dull,  where  he 
lay  foine  time  in  a*ftate  of  infenhbijity.  He 
received  the  blow  juft  below  his  temple,  and  a 
copious  ft  ream  of  blood  iffued  from  the  wound. 
The  heart  of  Amelia  was  wrung  with  horror 
at  the  fight;  fhe  fhed  a  torrent  of  tears,  and 
vented  the  loudeft  lamentations  of  remorfe. 
To  fee  the  object  that  foe  had  really  adored, 
thus  g;afping  in  the  apparent  agonies  of  death, 
befmeared  with  blood  and  duff,  and  to  re£cc"r 
that  fhe  was  the  fole  caufe,  infpired  her  with 
the  mod  horrible  fenfations. 

A  croud  was  m$vr  collected  round  Mortimer -> 
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and  Amelia  returned  to  her  home  to  indulge 
her  anguifn  in  filsnce.  Mortimer  was  mien- 
fible  of  what  hac%  patted,  and  was  conveyed 
back  to  the  place  of  his  confinement.  A  fur* 
geon  attended  him,  and  arter  a  long  ficknefs  he 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  this  blow.  Ame- 
lia grew  pen  five,  and  at  times  was  confined  to 
her  bed.  Whenihe  reflected  that  he  had  re*- 
fcued  her  father  from  an  untimely  death,  and 
that  gratitude  was  a  tribute  julrly  due,  that  (hz. 
had  loved  him,  and  was  the  author  of  his  cala- 
mity, fhe  became  frantic,  and  in  the  moments 
of  her  phrenzy  difclofed  to  her  father  the  ar- 
dency of  her  paflkm  for  him. 

Mr.  Brinton  was  aftoniihed  at  the  difclofure 
of  fuch  a  fecret.  He  repriuiand-d  her  with 
fuch  feverity  for  her  weaknefs  ;  urged  her  cri- 
n  inality  in  indulging  a  palSon  for  one  fo  infi- 
nitely her  inferior,  and  to  check,  the  progrefs 
of  her  malady  as  he  conceived,  allured  h?r  that 
Mortimer  was  dead  of  the  wound  he  had  re- 
ceived. Amelia,  when  fhe  recei/ed  this  d<\- 
aitr:  us  intelligence,  fainted  away  in  the  arms 
of  her  father,  and  it  was  with  fome  oinicuky 
that  (lie  was  reftored  to  life.  She  regarded 
herfelf  as  a  murderer,  and  the  poignancy  of 
this  horrible  reflection  threw  her  into  frequ  nt 
d  luiums  :  She  (hut  herielf  up,  became  in- 
coiifolable,  and  abandoned  heifclf  to difpair. 
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In  the  mean  time  Mortimer's  father  was  li- 
berated from  prifon,  and  through  the  indulg- 
ence of  his  creditors,  was  again  eftablifhed  in 
bufinefs.  He  had  received  a  letter  from  his 
brother,  a  merchant  in  England,  who  inform- 
ed him  of  the  declining  ftate  of  his  health,  and 
his  confequent  inability  to  attend  to  his  affairs. 
Ke  had  no  children,  and  therefore  requeued 
that  his  nephew  Mortimer  whom  he  had  loved 
in  his  infancy,  would  come  and  take  charge  of 
his  eftate. 

Mortimer  had  informed  his  father  by  a  let- 
ter of  the  place  of  his  residence,  and  upon  the 
receipt  of  the  letter  from  his  brother,  his  fa- 
ther fet  out  in  order  to  vifit  him,  and  to  com- 
municate to  him  the  intelligence  of  his  requeft. 
Upon  his  arrival' in  the  city,  he  made  enquiry 
for  the  houfe  where  Mr.  Brinton  refided  ;  and 
purfuing  his  directions,  he  focn  difcovered  the 
place,  and  fortunately  found  Mr.  Brinton 
flanding  in  his  door.  Ke  accofted  him,  and 
inquired  if  Charles  Mortimer  his  -ion  reiided 
■with  him.  "  Charles  Mortimer  r"  cried  Mr. 
Brinton,  "  he  has  rehded  with  me  j  but  having 
robbed  my  houfe  and  abufedmy  daughter,  he 
was  apprehended  and  fent  to  prifon  5  he  has 
lately  been  convicted  and  fentenced  to  hard  la- 
bour. 
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It  is  impofliMe  to  defcribe  the  fa'her#s  feei- 
ng's  vvhen  this  lamentable  intelligence  wig 
announced  to  him.  He  left  Mr.  Srinton  ab- 
ruptly, and  immediately  repaired  tatheprifony 
v.  )cre  he  found  Mortimer  in  a  col  i  damp  c-H 
1  iing  upon  his  hand,  apparently  in  a  ftate  of 
$  ipefaction.  The  found  of  footfteps  attiact 
his  attention  towards  the  door ;  he  raifed  his 
languid  eye,  and  inftantly  recognized  his  fa- 
ther." He  flew  to  his  embraces  j  an  expref- 
live  filcnce  enfued,  and  tears  in  mutual  frreams, 
more  eloquent  than  language,  expreiled  the 
emotions  the  experienced. 

After  the  firil  tranfports  of  this  interview  had 
a  little  fubfided,  Mortimer  gave  his  father  a 
circumlrantial  account  of  the  misfortunes  that 
h?d  befallen  him.  The  ingratitude  of  Mr. 
Brinton  and  his  daughter  aftoni'ihed  him  beeond 
conception,  and  he  infcintly  meditated  revenge 
upon  the  perpetrators  of  fuch  dark  atrocity. 
Mortimer  endeavored  topacifv  him,  and  pre- 
fented  the  danger  and  impolicy  of  his  refent- 
ment. 

After  much  difficulty  and  expending  acon- 
fiderable  fome  of  money,  his  father  procured  his 
releafe  from  .imprisonment.  Mortimer  was 
once  more  at  liberty,  and  was  refolved  imme- 
diately to  embark  for  London  the  refidence  of 
his  uncle,  in  order  to  comply  with  his  requefh 
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A  veffel  bound  for  that  city  intended  to  fail 
in  a  few  days,  and  Mortimer  engaged  a  palp 
age  in  her.  Ke  took  leave  of  his  father  who 
returned  home,  and  he  foon  bade  adieu  to  Ame- 
rica. 

When  he  arrived  in  London  he  found  his 
uncle's  health  rapidly  declining,  and  his  phyfi- 
cians  were  of  the  opinion  that  he  would  not 
furvive  a  month.  The  charge  of  his  bufinefs 
entirely  devolved  upon,Mortimer,  who  execut- 
ed his  duty  with  punctuality  and  faithfulnefs. 
His  uncle's  diffolution  ftill  drew  near  ;  he  at- 
tended him  night  and  day,  and  by  his  endear- 
ments and  afiluuous  attention,  he  gained  his 
uncle's  unbounded  love  and  efteem. 

His  uncle  itill  grew  "worfe,  and  one  day  he 
called  him  to  his  bed  fide,  and  exprefled  him-* 
ielf  as  follows  :  "I  am  not  infeniible,  Moj ti- 
mer, of  the  amiable  virtues  you  pcfTefs  ;  I  have 
marked  your  diligence  and  fobriety  ;  I  have 
{etn  the  involuntary  tear  of  genuine  fympathy 
glide  down  your  cheeks  in  the  moments  of  my 
extremity  ;  and  as  a  reward  to  your  meiits3  I 
have  refolved  to  bequeath  you  all  my  penonai 
eftate,  which,  after  the  payment  of  my  debts, 
will  amount  to  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

At  the  expreilion  of  fuch  grateful  fen  i- 
ments,  a  fecret  rapture  infufed  itfelf  into  the 
heart  of  Mortimer.     This  ample  compensation 
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for  the  toils  he  had  fufrered,  was  unexpected, 
and  he  told  his  uncle  he  was  fori*}  he  had  dil- 
clofed  uich  intentions  to  him  before  his  death, 
left  it  might  create  a  preemption  that  he  wifh- 
ed  for  the  event. 

His  uncle  died  in  about  three  weeks  after, 
nnd  fulriled  his  intention  by  bequeathing  to  him 
the  eftate  he  had  promifed.  Mortimer  fpent 
about  feven  months  in  the  fettlement  of  his  un- 
cle's affairs,  and  after  the  payment  of  his  debts 
his  eftate  amounted  to  the  value  of  about  flfty- 
feven  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

Mortimer  now  meditated  a  return  to  Ameri- 
ca :  he  purchafed  feveral  veflels,  freighted  them 
with  valuable  cargoes,  and  deftined  them  for 
the  port  from  which  he  had  embarked.  Seve- 
ral days  were  fpent  in  preparation  for  his  voyage, 
r.nd  he  left  England  in  company  with  feveral 
refpeclable  characters,  who  had  been  di0atisfied 
with  the  Britiih  government,  and  had  refolved 
to  emigrate  to  the  happier  fhore  of  America. 
Among  the  pafTengers  that  had  em  barked  was 
Mr.  Jofeph  Ruften  and  his  daughter,  for  whofe 
focial  virtues  Mortimer  foon  conceived  the 
higheft- estimation.  Mifs  Jtufton  pbfl^fled  all 
the  external  advantages  and  literarv accomplish- 
ments which  he  had  venerated  in  Amelia,  but 
ihe  was  tranfcendently  her  (aperior  in  the.  vir- 
tues of  the  heart,     in  this  focial  intercourfe 
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they  foon  conceived  the  mod  flattering  prepof- 
fciiion  for  each  other,  which  eventually  termin- 
ated in  a  mutual  love  of  the  moft  permanent  and 
inviolable  nature. 

The  veftel,  after  a  profperous  voyage,  arriv- 
ed lafely  in  port.  The  veffels  he  had  freighted 
arrived  foon  afterwards,  and  by  an  advantage- 
ous difpofal  of  their  cargoes,  he  cleared  up- 
wards of  eight  thoufand  pounds  (lerling.  He 
purchafed  feveral  valuable  farms  in  the  country, 
and  elegant  houfes  in  the  city,  thefcene  of  his 
misfortune,  where  he  had  determined  toeftablifh 
himfelf  inbufinefs  notwithfianding  his  former 
diigra:e. 

He  now  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  Mifs 
Rufron,  and  one  evening,  as  he  was  about  to 
pay  her  a  vifir,  he  was  accofted  in  the  ftreet  by 
an  emaciated  female  figure,  with  a  faultering 
voice,  who  (blicited  his  charity.  It  rained,  and 
the  night  was  dark  and  cold  ;  (lie  flood  fkiver- 
ing  in  tattered  garments,  and  the  water  dripped 
from  her  difhe veiled  hair.  A  tear  of  pity  and 
commiferation  bedewed  his  cheeks ;  he  enquir- 
ed her  name  and  refidence  ;  fhe  hefitated,  and 
after  a  momentary  paufe,  (he  replied,  «  my 
name  is  Sarah  Lefley,  and  my  refidence  is  in  an 
obfeure  alley,  where  1  fpend  my  time  in  folitude 
and  hunger,  brooding  over  my  iorrows,  and 
recalling  to  my  diftra&ea  imagination  thofe 
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.  happy  moments,  when  fortune  fcerncd  to  fhow- 
er  its  blemngs  upon  me.  Two  days  have  nearly 
palled  iince  I  have  tatted  any  food,  and  you, 
Sir,  are  the  fourth  perfon  whole  charity  I  have 
folicited." 

"  You  appear  indeed  the  object  of  compaf- 
fion,"  replied  Mortimer;  "will  you  lead  me 
•  to  your  apartment,  and  perhaps  I.  will  relieve 
your  wants  ?"  After  a  confiderable  paufe  flie 
cunfented,  and  condu&edlnm  to  a  folitary  hut, 
where  poverty  and  wretchednefs  feemed  to  vie 
for  the  afcendency.  The  only  light  of  the 
apartment  was  the  faint  giimmerings^of  a  difhnt 
lamp  from  without,  which  ferved  only  to  di(~ 
cover  the  horror  that  reigned  within.  A  few 
bundles  of  draw,  with  a  coverlet  thrown  over 
them,  formed  her  bed;  the  panes  of  the  win- 
dows were  broken,  and  the  ternpeii  beat  in  up- 
on her.  «  Alas,"  cried  Morimer,  «  is  this, 
your  abode,  and  what  direful  calamity  has  re- 
duced you  to  fuch  mifery  f"  "  I  am  the  vidim 
of  heaven's chofen  wrath,"  replied  file;  "and as 
rou  vifit  me,  I  hope,  in  the  capacity  of  a  friend, 
i  wiii  difdofe  to  you  the  origin  of  my  misfor- 
tune?. My  father  was  a  merchant,  and  we 
rotted   in  all  the  bleffings  that   affluence    could 

tow-,  but  how  tranfitory  are  all  worldly 
:  lie  fulFcred  bankruptcy,    and    was 
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thrown  into  priibn,  where  he  died  of  a  broken 
heart.  His  whole  eftate  was  ibid  which  was 
not  fuificient  for  tne  payment  of  his  debts,  arid 
I  have  fought  refuge  imthis  miferahle  dwelling-, 
which  has  been  the  rehdence  of  a  female  domef- 
tic  of  my  father,  who  has  been  convidted  and  is 
now  imprifoned  for  perjury." 

"   And  were  you  connected  in  her  guilty" 
cried  Mortimer.      "  Alas,"  laid  ihe,  "  thecon- 
fe^ue  :ce  oi    .ia;  perjttry  was  the  death  of  art 
innocent  man  ihe    molt   amiable  of  his  fex, 
whom  I  loved  e.enco  diftraifoon."     Silence 
and  ?.  torrent  of   tears  enfued  :    a  my  uncon- 
querable   pride,"    continued fhe,    "prompted 
me.  to  wage  eternal   war    againft    the   fofter 
dietates  of  nature  :  the  more  I  loved,  the  more 
I  perfecutcd    bin:,  and  through  the   fuggefri- 
ons  of  an  ipfernal  principle  within  me,  I  heap- 
ed upon  'iis   devoted  head  an   accumulation  of 
unheard-of  evils,  for  which  I  now  fufrer  the 
molt  dreadful  goads  of  confeience." 

Mor  imer\s  fufoicion  and  curionty  were  ex- 
cised, and  he  enquired  the  name  of  this  viSim 
of  her  perfecutions.  "  His  name"  replied  fhe, 
u  was  Charles  M  or  timer,  who  though  lie  faved 
my  farher  from"- — -"  Good  God  !?>  inter- 
rupted Mortimer,"  are  you  Amelia  !  I  am 
t  u  Mortimer  whufe  hiftory  you  are  relating." 
She  icrec.med  aloud,  and  her  ihrieks  alarmed 
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fome  of  the  neighbours  who,  fuppofing  her  to 
be  in  diftrefs,  ran  to  her  affiftance  :  a  light 
was  broughr,  and  Amelia  was  discovered  clafp- 
ing  his  knees  in  the  agony  cf  ine;:p.«e 
emotions.  His  heart  was  the  ieat  of  for. 
Bcfs  ;  he  returned  ihe  embrace  ;  rhey  funk  into 
others  arms,  and  irifentiin^lcd  mutual 
(Ireams  of  tears  expremVe  of  feelings  beyond 
the  power  of  conception. 

«  Oh  God,"  exclaimed  the,  «  why&oaWil 
thou  deign  chis  luxury  of  rapture  :oan  ingrate, 
a  mortfter  who  bears  not  live  lead  referriblarice 
of  thy  goodnefs  !  How  can  my  dear  Ivlortimer 
return  with  fuch  ardent  fincerity,  the  embrace 
of  a  wretch  who  ha:  heaped  fiich  n  mifold  affiic- 
tions  on  him  f  dji  not  rather  merit  your  ficVe- 
eft:  indignation  ?  and  fhouid  not  my  blood  rIo>v 
as  an  atonement  for  my  ingratitude  and  perver- 
iiom  I  have  finned  agairift  heaven,  againH: na- 
ture, and  the  fweet  region  (trances  of  love,  that 
mofr  angell.ij  principle  which  can  actuate  the 
human  heart.  Can  I,  my  dear  Mortimer,  an- 
ticipate forgiynefs  from  you  who  have  been  the 
victim  of  my  malevolence '?" 

"  I  forgive  you,"  replied  Mortimer,  "  and 
may  heaven  pardon  the  injuries  you  have  dene 
me  ;  here  are  a  thoufand  dollars  in  bank  bills, 
and  if  that  fum  will  not  afToid  an  adequate  relief 
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to  your  mifery,  you  have  ftill  further  claims  up- 
on my  benevolence." 

Amelia's  gratitude  was  loft  in  aitomfliment  \ 
{he  was  filept,  and  knew  not  how  to  requite 
fuch  a  fignd  mark  of  unmerited  ki  ndnefs.  Mor- 
timer dciired  perminlon  to  retire,  and  urged 
the  requeft  that  Hie  would  vi fit  him  the  next 
clay.  He  withdrew  from  the  prcfence  of  the 
wretched  Amelia,  and  retired  to  his  apartment ; 
but  the  reflection  of  fuch  an  unexpected  occur- 
rence prevented  him  from  fleep. 

The  next  day  Mortimer  was  honored  with 
a  viilt  from  Mils   Rufton,  to  whom  he  i elated 
his   adventure  ;  tea  was   ferved  up,  and  the,' 
were  in' the  height  cf  their  conviviality  when 
the   iV>  vnnt   announced  the  arrival   of  Amelia, 
who  folicited  a  private  interview  with  Ivloi -ti- 
mer, and  they  retired  into  afepamte  a^ar#ent. 
"I  now    fulfill   the  promife  which   I  made 
you,"  (aid    Amelia,  «  and  you  ohiervc  a  cona - 
derable  change  in  my  external  appearance.     In 
eontiqaence   of  our   late   interview,  ffie&p  has 
not  doled   mv  eye-lids  fince  j  but  the  violence 
cf  -my  emotions  have  fomewhat  funded  :   My 
principal  view  in  vifiting  you  now,  is  to  com- 
municate  to   you  fome  matters  of  importance 
which  ieo-cud  you.     I  have  told  you  of  my  fa- 
ther's dearh.      Heavens  !   Mortimer,  had    you 
feen   bun  in   his  dying   moment?,  you  wcu.a 
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have  had  ample  proofs  of  the   fincci'itv  of  his 
repentance.     ConiVi  ence,  and  a  fenfe  o(  his  in- 
gratitude  towards  vou,  planted   their  feorpion 
Flings  in  his  foul  ;  he  became  delirious  and  at 
length,  died  in  an  ecflacy  of  phrenzy.     Pre- 
vious  to   his  death  he   entered    a    profecution' 
againft  the  domeilic  fervant  whofe  perjury  fub- 
jecled  you  to  an   infamous,  though  unmerited, 
punifhment ;  {lie  was  convicted  by  a  eonfeffiori 
of  her  crime,  and   your   innocence  was  mani- 
fefted  to  the  aftonifhment  of  the  whole  court, 
who  were   imprefTed  with  a  liver/  fenfe   of  the 
injuftice     and    indignities    you    had  furT-rei 
She  is  now  imprifbnL-d,  aid   will  fooh receive 
that  condign  punifhment  which  her  infamy  me- 
rits.    After!  had  been  a  witnefs  to  the  brutal 
treatment  you   received    from    pour  o/er:eer, 
my  heart  relented;  nay  I  became  frantic,  and 
avowed  to  my  father  my  inviolable  attachment 
to  you.     He  reprobated  my  vveaknefs ;  he  fruf- 
trated  my  expectations,  and  to  remedy  my  d'if- 
trefs,  as   he   conceived,  he     old    me    you  had 
•died  of  the  blow  you  received,  ?,na  I  had  never 
heard  to  the  contrary.     I    am   however,  fraofc 
cendantly  bleiTed  in  feeing  you  alive,  and  I  hope 
you  experience  that  ba^pinefs  which  lias  been 
denied  to  the  wretched  Amelia. '' 

"  This  information,  Amelia,"  repflied  Mor- 
G  2 
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r.ner, cc  gives-me  infinite  pleafure.  -  I  am  tiow 
above  the  frowns  of  dependence  ;  mV  uncle  has 
bequeathed  me  an  immenfe  fortune,  and  had 
you  pofleiicd  the  heart  of  a  woman,  had  you 
not  reiifted  the  dictates  of  nature,  with  fucfr 
icornful  pride,  you  ihouid  have  partaken  that 
fortune  with  me.'5 

u  And  is  there  then  'an  obilacle  :"  fatd  A- 
melia.  "  True  I  do  not  deferve  your  eiteem, 
and  after  what  has  palled,  you  cannot  conGe- 
icend  to  make  me  happy  ;  my  conduct  towards 
you  preclude^  fuch  an  expectation,  and  I  can- 
Jtpt  indulge  the  anticipation  of  being  united  to 
a  man,  wfrorh  my  Enraptured  heart  pourtrays5 
as  the  paragon  of  excellence." 

"  An  obstacle  indeed  exnts,"  replied  Morti- 
mer. "  That  obitacie  js  not  my  refentnu:ar 
or  a  determination  to  puninh  ypu  ;  no  :  the  re- 
collection of  pair  events  does  not  ijhjf]>ire  me 
with  the  fecit,  tin  flu  re  of  animbiity.  i$it  that 
bbftaele  is  the  amiable  Mils  Rufron,  though  I 
am  under  the  mod  inviolable  engagements,  and 
our  union  is  cemented  bv  mutual  vows  whichj 
iie^er  can  he  broken.  She  is  now  in  the  hou-'c 
and  if  you  picafe  I  will  introduce  you  to  her.  | 

Amelia  burfr  into  te'ars.  "  Oh  turfed,  cuff- 
ed folly  !"  cried  Jhe,  "  the  bitter  vengeance  of 
heaven  is  iuil'lv  poured  out  upon  me,  and  hence- 
forth, he;  pineisj  I  dhcaru  thee  forever.     Plea- 


{  was  cnce  within  my  grafp ;  love  difplayed 
hfwect  allurements  ;  but  my  ftubborn  pride 
hgoaded  me  to  the  precipice  of  deitrudtion, 
a  I  am  now  finking  into  the  co]d  embrace  of 
aemature  death.  Since  fortune  then  inter- 
ds  our  union,  fince  I  muft  be  torn  from  you 
fever,  1st  me  indulge  a  lad  embrace,  and  weep 
or  you  in  theextacy  of  defpair." 

Faving  thus  vented  her  defpondence,  me  em- 
beed   him,  and   wept  aloud.      Mifs   Rufton, 
armed  at  the  found   of  her  cries,  rufhed  into 
tr  room  where  me  was  witnefs  to   the  mod 
tigic  and  affecting  fcene. 

;{  Be  not  afTonifhed,"  cried  Amelia  ;  "  I 
pifume  you  are  Mifs  Rufton,  and  him  whom 
hiven  has  decreed  as  your  happy  companion 
idifc,  I  have  loved  with  the  utmoft  ardency. 
T>  me  he  feems  angelic  excellence  i  tie  If,  and 
ycir  fituation  is  truly  enviable.  Let  me  retire 
toi  place  of  reft  ;  he  will  repeat  the  hiftory  of 
nnforrows." 

Amelia  was  conveyed  to  bed,  where  fhe  was 
conSned  without  the  hopes  of  recovery.  She 
became  inconfolable,  and  requefted  to  be  ex-? 
eluded  from  all  fociety  that  fhe  might  give  full 
vent  to  the  tempeft  of  her  foul. 

In  the  mean  while  preparations  were  making 

for  Mortimer's  nuptials,  and  the  day  intended 

to  coiifummate  the  happy  union,  was  appoint- 
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ed.  Amelia's  indifpofition  encreafcd,  an 
retrofpect  of  her-conduct  infpjred  her  with 
mod;  horrible  fenfations:  confrience  was 
rigorous  accufer  j  her  indigence  and  afenfef 
the  guilt  (he  h-.d  perpetrated,  planted  dagn; 
in  her  bread.  She  fpent  her  mghts  in.agl- 
try  c|»nv?rfe  with  defpair,  and  the  lofs  of  li 
whole  pre-eminent  virtues  were  referved  r 
i!:'  pofjei'non  of  a  more  meritorious  objecit 
tiii.es  rendered  her  frantic  and  delirirus. 

The  day  intended  for  the  confummationf 
the  marriage,  arrived  ;  the  hall  where  the  w  - 
din'r  ffuefts  were  convened,  was  a  fcene  of  - 
tivity,  and  joy  {hone  confpicuous  in  evy 
countenance. 

At  length  the  happy  pair  appeared  ;  the  n  : - 
tial  ceremony  was  ihort,  and  they   were  (on 
connected  in  the  moft  indiffoluble  union,    ivu- 
f;c  and  feirive  rapture  fucceeded  ;  but  Ame  i's 
foul   experienced  a  fatal  reverfe.     The  arful 
reflection  of  Mortimer's  marriage  increafedner 
indifpofition,  and  fhe  rcquefled  a  private  [on- 
feraiice  with  him.     As  he  entered  her  alart- 
ment  fhe  was   lying  on  a  fopha  in  the  ?.k  of 
devotion  ;  fhe  looked  fledfaftly  at  him,  aid  in' 
a  plaintive  tone  of  voice  enquired  if  his  Jniqn 
was  confummated.     He  replied  in  the  aritirrna- 
tive.     "Come  near  me  then,"  Cud  fhe,  u  thi.t 
I  may  bid  you  an  everiafting  adieu  ;  my  ttiif&ry 


